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VILLA MANAGEMENT

With you every step of the way
Letting your property can be a scary business. We want to make sure that you get exactly what
you want, whether it’s a manager to maintain your property in your absence for peace of mind
or full rental management to maximise your return on investment.

Your way

There are a number of different ways we can manage your property.
Choose from our many services to ensure your property is managed the
way you want it.

Maximising rental income

We realise that the needs of each homeowner are different. We can tailor
your management package to suit your needs, be it short term or long
term rentals.

Keeping our promise

We will always care for your property as if it were our own. No matter
the issue we want you to feel you can let us take care of it to give you the
peace of mind you want when leaving your property in our care.

Call us on +1 268 562 8174
to find out more about our services
www.villa-management-antigua.com

We insist on only using the best
and most qualified maintenance
staff for all our properties

HOME • CONTENTS • MOTOR • LIABILITY • BUSINESS • TRAVEL • MARINE

NATURALLY
The Quality Choice
www.caribbeanalliance.com

Antigua Head Office:
Caribbean Alliance House, Cnr. Newgate & Cross Streets, St. John’s • Tel: +1 (268) 484 2900
Falmouth Branch: Antigua Yacht Club Commercial Centre • Tel: +1 (268) 484 2967/68
Anguilla • Antigua & Barbuda • Ascension Island • Bahamas • Barbados • British Virgin Islands • Cayman Islands • Dominica
Falkland Islands • Grenada • Montserrat • St. Kitts & Nevis • St. Lucia • St. Maarten • St. Vincent & The Grenadines • Turks & Caicos

The Eastern Caribbean’s only Insurance Company Rated A.M. Best “A”(Excellent).

TAILOR MADE
ANTIGUA

Your Caribbean
adventure starts here

If you are looking for a Caribbean holiday and require the elite service and luxury of a five star
hotel combined with the privacy and independence of hiring a private villa, then you have come
to the right place.
Tailor Made Antigua provides bespoke holiday planning services. Looking for a vacation with a difference? Our extensive local
knowledge, creativity and passion allow us to craft a deluxe holiday experience totally unique to you.

UK OFFICE: +44 (0)1730 301370 | CELL UK: +44 (0)7725 899339 | CELL ANTIGUA: +1 268 764 5874
Info@TailorMadeAntigua.com | www.TailorMadeAntigua.com
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info@luxurylocations.com.
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LETTER FROM LUXURY LOCATIONS

W

hen our last issue hit the
shelves late last year, few
could have imagined what
the world would look like just a few short
months later. And as we prepare to bid
farewell to 2020 – a year fraught with
trials, trepidation and, for many, tragedy
too – it’s impossible to predict what the
oft-touted “new normal” might be in a
year or so from now.
Still, there remains plenty to be
thankful for – not least the fact that our
cherished twin isles have so far been
spared the soaring coronavirus infection
rates afflicting so many countries around
the world, including several of our
regional neighbours.
That’s just one of the reasons the
government has made it easier for
overseas professionals able to work
remotely to do that just, from the relative
safety and sanity of Antigua and Barbuda.
The long-term visa programme allows
eligible participants and their families to
reside here for up to two years for little
more than the cost of a transatlantic
flight.
Everyone knows markets hate
uncertainty. Savvy investors, on the other
hand, have been busy taking advantage of
the slew of vastly discounted properties
currently up for sale. You will find plenty
of those featured within these pages.
6

We’d all be well advised to take a tip
from Tracy Edwards’ book. The sailing
legend overcame the odds to achieve
what many thought could never be
done – captaining an all-female crew on
a 33,000-mile race around the world.
Fast forward three decades and she’s
living proof that where there’s a will
there’s a way – and life must be grabbed
by the throat. You can read all about her
fascinating voyage and the incredible
journey she is on now on page 22.
The 18th edition of Luxury Locations
Magazine also showcases another woman
on a mission – Antiguan songstress
Marcia Duncan who talks music and
memories on page 38.
There are tips for redesigning your
home, an in-depth interview with a
couple who built one from scratch, and
our insider’s guide to the best island spots
to wine and dine.
Finally, don’t miss our revealing chat
on page 86 with Antiguan cricketing icon
Sir Richie Richardson, who gives us the
scoop on his proudest on-pitch moments,
why he thinks his homeland has produced
so many cricket stars, and that famous
hat.
Until next time – as Tracy Edwards
might say – we will head onwards and
upwards into 2021 with renewed vigour,
strength and optimism. n

Advertising and editorial queries and
suggestions should be directed to
info@luxurylocations.com

Use the QR codes to go directly to Luxury
Locations’ videos. IPhone users will find a built-in
QR reader in the Wallet app; Android users can
download a QR reader. Don’t forget to subscribe to
our YouTube channel.

Experience a real sense of occasion...
LE BISTRO: DELICIOUSLY
Le Bistro, Antigua’s �irst authentic French restaurant, was opened in 1981. Since then, its
AUTHENTIC
FRENCH CUISINE
popularity, with both visitors and locals, has never waned. Today, Le Bistro is and remains

one of Antigua’s most frequented restaurants. Dining here is close to luxurious perfection.
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Open Tuesday - Sunday from 6:30pm with last orders at 10:30pm. Closed on Mondays.
Hodges Bay, St. John’s, Antigua • T: (268) 462 3881 • F: (268) 461 5543 • E: pgbistro@candw.ag

www.antigualebistro.com

KEEP CALM
AND

ON

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesday-Thursday: 12 noon to 8 pm
Friday-Sunday: 2 pm to 10 pm
Monday: Closed
Jolly Harbour Commercial Complex
(268) 562 5724
Bodog Beach Club
@bodogbeachclub

MEET OUR TEAM

L

uxury Locations offers comprehensive property services, from sales and rentals to
complete management of a wide range of homes. With more than 30 years’ collective
experience in the industry, we also provide development consultancy, project planning,
refurbishment guidance, and print and digital marketing services including video and
photography.
It takes team work to keep our scores of properties in tip-top shape – and maintain our
status as an industry leader. Luckily, our dynamic bunch are experts in the field, bursting with
energy and always happy to go the extra mile for our clients.
Maintenance of homes and pools comes under Akeem Wade’s scrupulous auspices while
our friendly cleaning crew Joanne, Avril, Cherly, Florence and Ann keep our properties
looking as good as new.
Below are some of the faces you are likely to meet in our Jolly Harbour offices.

SAM DYSON

NADIA DYSON

With both an MBA and law degree under
his belt – and a previous profession as a
start-up business consultant – Sam’s diverse
background has set him in good stead for
his role at the helm of our multi-faceted
operations. A former martial arts trainer
with a love for free-diving, Sam believes self-discipline and
willpower are the keys to success.

It’s almost 14 years since Nadia launched
property management business Villa
Management, and 12 since its sister Luxury
Locations Real Estate was born. Today, the
award-winning firm represents some of
the most prestigious listings in the country
while staying true to the qualities which have underpinned it
from the outset – reliability, professionalism and attention to
detail.

MITTY THOMAS

JOELLE SPENCER

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Mitty is something of a power-house,
taking charge of everything from monthly
property checks to overseeing arrivals and
departures, organising the cleaning team
and guiding potential buyers on viewings.
Her organisational skills and sunny
personality have made her a real asset to
our company.

MANAGING DIRECTOR AND FOUNDER

It’s not an easy task ensuring every single
cent is accounted for on our clients’
accounts but with a wealth of experience
and a head for numbers, Joelle is up to
the challenge – and always has a smile on
her face.

TAVIA JOSEPH

The newest member of our team has
quickly proven to be invaluable, helping
out with property management, sales
inquiries and assisting with our popular
magazine with aplomb.
Scan code to
watch the video

Our offices in the Portofino building, Jolly Harbour, are open Monday to Friday.
The team can also be reached by emailing info@luxurylocations.com or calling +1 268 562-8174.
And don’t forget to follow us on Instagram and Facebook.

ADVERTORIAL

ADMIRALS’ INN &
GUNPOWDER SUITES
THE UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE WHERE HISTORY
MEETS FIRST-RATE FACILITIES

T

he famed trade winds that brought
Lord Nelson to Antigua are
once again drawing visitors to
the 18th century dockyard to which he
lent his name. The evocative surrounds
of Admiral’s Inn & Gunpowder Suites
are wonderfully breezy, keeping it cool
and comfortable all year round while
curtailing the possibility of coronavirus
contagion at the same time.
What this lauded family-run
boutique hotel also offers is exceptional
accommodation, two top-notch
restaurants and a spa – and all set within a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Both restaurants are open-air
while most of the hotel’s 34 exquisitely
appointed rooms can be accessed from
the outside. Each one has its own airconditioning unit so air is not shared with
any other part of the property.
Given the superlative service and
acclaimed cuisine which have earned
Admiral’s two industry awards, in
addition to its government-certified
Covid procedures, it’s little wonder that
some guests are opting to stay for several
weeks at a time. Attractive discounts are

available for longer spells.
Leisurely poolside eatery Boom
attracts foodies from far and wide,
particularly with weekly specials like ‘ribs
and rum punch’ or ‘whisky and wings’.
Day beds, loungers and hammocks make
this an all-day hangout.
Outside guests are also warmly
welcomed at Pillars, loved for its
waterfront setting with graceful stone
pillars, and Caribbean food with a
contemporary twist. Saturday night is
the popular ‘Taste of the World’ evening
focusing on the flavours of a different
destination each week, while Wednesdays
hone in on the gastronomic delights of
the region.
The hotel’s tranquil location belies
its proximity to the beaches, boutiques,
historic fortresses and vibrant nightlife
that keep guests returning to English
Harbour each year.
Whether it’s feeling the wind in your
hair aboard a sailing yacht, kayaking on
the open seas or an outdoor massage
under the mangroves, this charming
atmospheric spot offers abundant
activities for guests of every generation. n

To reserve a room or a meal at Boom or Pillars
Restaurants call +1 268 460-1027, email
reservations@admiralsinnantigua.com or visit
www.admiralsantigua.com
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CALVIN AYRE: HOW BITCOIN SV CAN
HELP CREATE A BRIGHTER FUTURE
VISIONARY, ENTREPRENEUR, INDUSTRY PIONEER AND PHILANTHROPIST ARE JUST A FEW ADJECTIVES
THAT HAVE BEEN USED TO DESCRIBE CALVIN AYRE. THE PHENOMENAL BACKSTORY ABOUT HIS RISE TO
BILLIONAIRE STATUS IS DEFINITELY ONE FOR THE BOOKS.

B

orn in 1961, Calvin credits his
modest upbringing on his family’s
pig farm in rural Canada, for
tempering his extraordinary ambition
with humility and a heart for humanity,
particularly the less fortunate.
From early entrepreneurial ventures
such as fruit delivery and internet service
provider, to revolutionising online

relentless inventiveness and ability to
transform entire industries.
Through his strategic partnerships with
Bitcoin industry leaders, Calvin now uses
his various platforms, including CoinGeek.
com, to educate the world - from major
businesses, investors and policy-makers to
the man-on-the-street - about the unique
superpowers of Bitcoin SV.

gaming, Calvin pursued every opportunity
that presented itself with passion and
determination.
Calvin’s success and reputation as
the leading man in the online gaming
industry were firmly established in
the early 2000s. His re-invention;
transitioning from the Bodog online
gaming brand to blockchain technology
– specifically Bitcoin SV – illustrates his

We think this is the just the
beginning of the epic second chapter to a
phenomenal career, destined to be ranked
among the best of the century.
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The Digital Assets Business Bill has
recently passed into law in Antigua &
Barbuda. We understand that you were
involved with the Bill and its creation;
are you happy with the outcome, and

what changes do you think will come in
the future?
Yes, I am definitely happy with the
outcome. Antigua’s forward-thinking
legislation was inspired by the Bitcoin
SV blockchain and has the potential to
usher in a new era of safe, credible and
regulated digital asset businesses coming
together to foster economic innovation.
I say that the legislation has potential
to revolutionise the economic landscape
because, in order to take full advantage
of the legislation to foster economic
innovation, while ensuring safety and
credibility, Antigua and Barbuda must
only support technology and a platform
that works within the existing and
coming legal frameworks of the free
world, which is only possible via the
Bitcoin SV blockchain.
Other platforms and technologies
seek anonymity and attempt to enforce
their beliefs through rebellion, as opposed
to through legal mechanisms, which
cannot be tolerated in a functioning
society.
The foundations of these other
technologies and platforms enable
criminals to violate the law with
impunity, which would create a system
in Antigua and Barbuda that not only
creates unworkable businesses that do not
comply with the law, but a system that
would enable terrorist funding and other
extremely serious crimes.
The Bitcoin SV blockchain does not
allow illegal activities in any form and
would facilitate an honest system that
would allow this innovative legislation to
achieve its potential on a global stage.
In terms of innovation, I believe the
future will be driven by the tokenisation
of everything, all assets, and that means
real assets too, not just digital.

uphold Antigua and Barbuda’s reputation
as a highly reputable jurisdiction,
but it will solidify its reputation as a
technological inspiration as only the
Bitcoin SV ecosystem has the ability to
scale and bring to fruition the full utility
of the original Bitcoin protocol, and
grow a system in which Bitcoin is used to
change the world as Satoshi intended.

Similar to my views above regarding
choosing the right technology and
platform, in order to maximise the
opportunities presented by Antigua and
Barbuda’s forward-thinking legislation,
scaling and utility will be vital, which
again is only possible on the Bitcoin SV
blockchain.
Other platforms do not scale and
are focused on short-term results and
fast money, which has created a market
of worthless projects and tokens that
have no utility other than pumping and
dumping for profits, which has destroyed
the personal wealth of honest people
and will damage Antigua and Barbuda’s
economy.
The Bitcoin SV blockchain is a
massively scalable blockchain, with
real utility, that will create a long-term
and sustainable economy that has the
potential to revolutionise the world.
Antigua and Barbuda’s legislation
lays the foundation but the Bitcoin SV
ecosystem is what will allow Antigua and
Barbuda and responsible businesses to
realise the possibilities and opportunities
of this innovative and unique network.
How will the Bill affect businesses
in Antigua and do you think it will
stimulate an industry for crypto
currencies-based businesses to operate
from Antigua?
As mentioned above, to affect businesses
positively, realise real economic value and

ensure Antiguan businesses are rooted
in credibility, we need to ensure growth
is fostered through innovative, safe and
credible technology, which is only possible
through the Bitcoin SV ecosystem. If
the wrong platform is used, the amazing
potential of this Act will not be realised.
The legislation has the potential to
significantly stimulate the Antiguan
economy as it provides a complete

I believe the future will be driven
by the tokenization of everything,
all assets, and that means real
assets too, not just digital.
structure to govern a wide range of digital
assets, which is not easily found in other
jurisdictions.
The Act is also intended to foster
adoption and innovation through
regulations that will encourage and make
it easier for the citizens of Antigua and
Barbuda to run responsible digital asset
businesses, which will ensure we create a
sustainable economic vision and future for
Antigua and Barbuda.
We all need to do our part to ensure
only the highest quality businesses are
allowed to operate within our perimeter
and the first line of defence is ensuring
only businesses working within the
Bitcoin SV ecosystem can take advantage
of this valuable law.
Not only will the Bitcoin SV platform

Have you applied for your license under
the Bill? How was the process for you?
Not only will I be applying for a licence
under the Act as soon as the regulations
are finalised, but as part of my work with
the government and as an ambassador,
economic envoy for Antigua and Barbuda,
I feel it is my responsibility to bring
reputable businesses to Antigua and
Barbuda to help shape its future as the
jurisdiction of choice for innovative and
credible digital asset businesses.
An example of one of these businesses
is the Bayesian Group (Fabriik), a
collective of companies operating in the
fintech and digital asset market with a
focus on solutions for a digital asset-based
business world.
It decided to build its businesses
on the Bitcoin SV blockchain after
evaluating other platforms, including
Ethereum, BCH and Litecoin, primarily
due to the Bitcoin SV ecosystem’s safety
and security, low transaction costs and
ability to scale, thus leaving the Bitcoin
SV blockchain as the only viable and
realistic base on which to build new and
honest financial and exchange networks.
Credible companies such as the
Bayesian Group (Fabriik) will be vital to
Antigua and Barbuda’s growth as a global
economic leader in the digital asset space.
You have invested significantly in real
estate projects in Antigua. What are
your plans for the next five years with
respect to those projects?
Ayre Group’s state-of-art headquarters,
Canada Place, is a sought-after multitenant office complex, which is home
to our various pioneering technology
companies. It is now fully functional and
capable of housing several companies and
11

up to 600 persons.
I’ve just completed construction of
my own home on the island, so now I
am able to concentrate my efforts on
the Ayre Resort luxury property brand.
The first of several five-star Ayre Resort
luxury properties around the world will be
developed on the white sand beaches of
Valley Church, on the verdant west coast
of Antigua.
Each Ayre Resort will offer guests
thrilling moments in the Bodog Casino
Club, relaxing beach clubs, world-class
restaurants and a unique opportunity to
enhance their lives by experiencing the
Ayre Wellness Centre and Spa.
My hope is to attract visitors who
are interested in experiencing the island’s
landscape and culture, as opposed to those
who prefer spending their entire vacation
in the confines of their hotel.
As Special Economic Envoy for
Antigua and Barbuda, I fully support the
government’s long-stay visa programme
designed for persons who can work
remotely and are desirous of doing so
from a safe Caribbean island.
I strongly consider the island to be
a prime location for high net-worth
individuals to be able to live and work.
It is my hope that others, especially
knowledge-based experts will, in turn, be
motivated to invest and contribute to the
diversification of the workforce, through a
transfer of knowledge. The recent passing
of the Digital Assets Bill, again, provides
significant scope for such knowledge and
skills sharing.
With one of the focuses of the
12

Ayre Group being real estate, I have
the capability of providing first-class
accommodation, fully equipped with high
speed internet and nearby to convenient
amenities and, of course, the beach.
You have had an illustrious career in
online gaming, crypto currency and now
real estate projects; what does the future
hold for Calvin Ayre?
My future is envisioned as a world I
helped make a better place.
On the business front, I have always
strived to play a pivotal role in developing
industries that will benefit people and
the economy. You may have noticed that
I have a passion to grow and develop the
Bitcoin SV landscape.
As I see other platforms and
technologies destroying global economic
well-being, I will fight hard to develop an
economy founded on innovation, honesty
and doing things the right way, which can
only be accomplished using the Bitcoin
SV blockchain as an anchor.
Part of this mission will be to continue to
invest in companies that are contributing

to a better world by growing the Bitcoin
SV ecosystem.
As mentioned above, I am also
focused on growing the economy of
Antigua and Barbuda in other ways, such
as through the development of a new
resort that will focus on health and wellbeing.
With respect to my philanthropic
efforts, I will maintain and strengthen
my commitment to the Calvin Ayre
Foundation, which continues to make a
difference and ensure that we leave the
world in a much better place than we
found it.
What advice would you give individuals
who are interested in getting into or
learning more about the industry?
My advice is to avoid short-sighted
platforms that damage economic and
social welfare and instead educate yourself
about the Bitcoin SV blockchain, as it
is the original Bitcoin protocol and only
platform that realises Satoshi’s intentions
to transform our world.
Where is your favourite place in Antigua
and why?
My favourite area of the island is the
entire west coast; from Pearns Point,
south to Turners Beach. My home atop
Ayre Estate Hill, has a breathtaking view
of the entire area. You just can’t beat the
natural beauty, calm, warm Caribbean
waters and the relaxing lifestyle. n
For more information, visit
https://bitcoinsv.com/en or
www.ayre.group.com
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watch the video

European hospitality with a Caribbean twist
With stunning views over Falmouth Harbour, this bustling, long-running cafe has a full bar, table seating, indoor sports screen and a lounge
area with low sofas and easy chairs. Your friendly hosts Vanessa and Ton offer a simple menu inspired by their Dutch roots, with a smattering
of Mediterranean influences at consistently excellent quality. Only the freshest ingredients and seasonal vegetables are used to create tasty,
colourful dishes. Cloggy’s is perfect for a stolen lunch break, lazy afternoon on the gallery watching the world go by or an indulgent evening
lingering over excellent food and chilled wine. We specialise in excellent wines, beers, fresh juices and 100% fruit smoothies.

Don’t miss our Sunday brunch from 11.30am–4.30pm. Party with DJ from 6pm until late.
Open Tuesdays to Saturdays for lunch and Wednesday to Saturday for dinner. Closed June to late August.
Due to COVID, some times and events may not be available.
WINNER OF THE WIGHT VODKA BEST SAILOR’S BAR OF THE WORLD COMPETITION
CLOGGY’S CAFÉ, ANTIGUA YACHT CLUB MARINA BUILDING, 2ND FLOOR
cloggyscafe@yahoo.com | www.facebook.com/cloggysantigua | www.cloggys-antigua.com

Call (+268) 460-6910 / 764-8083

ADVERTORIAL

LEARN TO DIVE – AT
YOUR OWN PACE
WITH MORE THAN SIX DECADES IN THE INDUSTRY, FAMILY-RUN ANTIGUA SCUBA SCHOOL OFFERS
BESPOKE INTIMATE TUITION, AND A CHANCE TO GET UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL WITH SOME OF THE
ISLAND’S MOST INTRIGUING INHABITANTS

A

dorable baby Leo isn’t the only
VIP that guests booking a dive
course with the family-run
Antigua Scuba School can hope to meet.
If they’re really, really lucky they might
encounter Georgette too.
And while this 4ft bundle of love is
referred to affectionately as a ‘puppy dog’,
Georgette is in fact a benevolent nurse
shark. She earned her canine nickname on
account of her habit of directing her diver
friends to invasive lionfish for them to cull
and place on the reef for her to eat.
“Much like a puppy brings you his
bowl when he’s hungry,” smiles the
school’s co-owner Kristina Kotusiewicz.
“We first met her six years ago as a 14inch pup; she was always curious and so
smart. She has trained us to feed her. She’s
incredibly friendly and will bump us and
stay with us for the whole dive.”
Often unfairly maligned, sharks have
a special place in Kristina’s heart. “They
are my favourite creature,” she says. “Every
time one looks in my eyes I am extremely
humbled.”
Aside from their intelligence, research
suggests sharks also play a key role in
regulating the health of coral reefs.
Those found in Antigua’s famed waters
are typically small Caribbean reef sharks.
There is one experience though that
Kristina will never forget.
“I was with a student and we were
about four miles offshore when we came
across a huge turtle munching on a
sponge. We had a buoyancy skill to do so
I decided to do it there so we could watch
the turtle,” she says.
“I saw my student look over my
shoulder and his eyes got so huge I felt
the hairs go up on the back of my neck.
I turned around and all I saw was teeth.
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It was a four-metre tiger shark; she was
debating whether to eat the turtle. That
image is burned in my brain forever.”
Large tiger sharks are a rare sight in
Antigua and Barbuda. Divers can typically
expect to see turtles, eagle-rays, stingrays
and abundant brightly coloured fish.
“Our reef is pretty healthy because it’s
been spared direct hits from hurricanes
and we don’t have the large numbers of
tourists that some islands have. Eighty
percent of our clients say it’s one of the
most beautiful they have seen,” Kristina
says.
In February, Antigua Scuba School
will mark its fifth anniversary. The
enterprise came about during another
chance encounter – this one on dry land.
Kristina was in Cozumel in September
2015 when she met her husband
Krzysztof – aka ‘Wilder’ – who was
running a Divemaster programme there.
It was on the couple’s very first date
that the idea to set up a school together
in Kristina’s island home of Antigua
was born. Completing the team is
Kristina’s mother Dianna Craig, a former
kindergarten teacher who has been

teaching diving for more than 30 years.
The school sets itself apart by offering
both PADI and SSI training courses. And
whether catering to amateurs or certified
divers, its small, intimate groups afford
utmost care and attention.
“We don’t like the ‘cattle boats’; we
prefer everyone to have VIP, one-on-one
tuition without paying top dollar,” Kristina
explains. “We are ideally positioned to
cater to private yachts as we are very
flexible, we will take trips to any part of
the island and we’re happy to use a yacht’s
own tender if the client wishes.”
Collectively, Antigua Scuba School
boasts more than six decades in the
industry and has trained hundreds of
people to dive safely and competently,
while enjoying the sights and sounds of
the country’s subaquatic world.
Beginners’ courses take two to
four days to complete and include full
instruction in theory, plus pool training
and open water dives. n
Visit www.antiguascubaschool.com or
Antigua Scuba School on Facebook for more
information.

AquaSports has been a retailer of
quality fishing equipment since
1995, and continues to stock a
wide range of tackle for avid
sports fishermen. Visit us in
St. John's at Unit #53 in the Duty
& Tax Free Shopping Center of
Heritage Quay

Helping you Catch
the Big One

Shimano, Penn, Daiwa,
Mustad, Gamakatsu ,
Aftco, Yo-Zuri, Rapala ,
C&H, Iander Lures , Ande ,
Suﬁx
Tel: 462-FISH (3474)
Email: aquasportsanu@gmail.com
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BUILDING A HOME
IN ANTIGUA
DESIGNING AND CREATING YOUR OWN PROPERTY MEANS A BESPOKE LOOK,
HAND-PICKED FEATURES AND AN ADVENTURE ALONG THE WAY. PAUL AND MICHELLE, FROM
SURREY IN ENGLAND, HAD ZERO SELF-BUILD EXPERIENCE WHEN THEY DECIDED TO PUT
DOWN PERMANENT ROOTS IN ANTIGUA. THEY TALK EXCLUSIVELY TO LUXURY LOCATIONS
MAGAZINE ABOUT THEIR JOURNEY FROM CONCEPT TO KEYS.
These included a good-sized outdoor
pool, huge waterfront lounging area on
the boat dock with in-laid trampoline
hammock, outdoor shower, well-equipped
outdoor kitchen and entertaining space,
waterside fire pit to while away the warm
evenings with friends and a glass of wine,
and a huge covered terrace with ceiling
fans and comfy sofas for outdoor lounging
in the shade.
Also, smart TVs in all the bedrooms,
lamps with built-in USB charging ports,
lots of outdoor power sockets, broadband
and remote control AC.

n What made you choose Antigua?
Michelle: We fell in love with it on our
first visit in 2005. Since then it has
become much more chic and each time
we come back we are seduced all over
again by its beauty and charm.
Paul: We learnt to sail in the West Indies
which is a fabulous way to explore the
islands and happily discovered that
Antigua is something of a yachting
mecca. We have fond memories of seeing
dolphins whilst moored up in Jolly
Harbour during our ‘day skipper’ exams.
n What are your favourite things to do
in Antigua?
Paul: The beaches and water in Antigua
are second to none, so naturally our
favourite things incorporate the beauty of
the outdoors.
We love water sports in general;
launching a kayak into the sea from the
bottom of your garden is literally a dream
come true for us. We’ve even seen turtles
there!
Michelle: We also love to eat out and
Antigua has so many world-class
lingering lunch-with-a-view type places.
It’s so beautiful, we just love to relax,
unwind and luxuriate in the tranquillity
of it.
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n How did you find the right location/
property?
Michelle: We were never looking for a
house to buy; we wanted the challenge of
a house build. It was our sailing instructor
that pointed out there were plots for sale
on Harbour Island.
We couldn’t believe that there were
still waterside plots available – and
sunset-facing! We snapped one up and
then started thinking about what we
might build there.
n How did you come up with the design
brief?
Paul: We wanted something that brought
together features we’ve enjoyed over the
years at various locations around the world.

Michelle: We wanted a good inside/
outside relationship; all on a single level,
using one floor tile design and consistent
colour palette, lighting, and décor touches
like over-sized mirrors and matte paint
finish throughout, so that the outdoor
space is just as inviting and comfortable as
the inside.
We wanted to include vaulted ceilings
and exposed beams but with a modern
look and feel, like bi-fold doors, wet
rooms with walk-in rain showers, WiFi-enabled coffee machine, touch panel
appliances and hidden cooker extractor
hood. All the conveniences of modern
living, sitting happily by the water in the
tropics.

“All the conveniences of modern living, sitting
happily by the water in the tropics.”
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n How did you decide on the interior?
Michelle: We wanted modern styling,
selecting a cool and contemporary grey
coastal palette – it’s forgiving and versatile
and matches up with virtually anything.
Using a variety of shades helps to create
depth and we found it paired well with
on-trend industrial chic flourishes like
exposed filament light bulbs, iron and
glass cage lanterns and oversized mirrored
clock.
We felt that going for a matt nonslip finish on the flooring and eggshell
woodwork meant we could apply glamour
with high gloss finish on kitchen cabinets
and tables, chrome accents, generous
lighting and lots of mirrors.
The property is airy and spacious, so
we could go to town on over-sized items
like huge chunky beds and I’m always on
the lookout for big pieces of art on canvas.
We also felt we could have a bit of
fun with a gentle nod to the tropical
surroundings with retro chic pineapple
lamps, and switching out boring drawer
handles with fun pineapple drawer pulls.
Paul: It was important to give the
bedrooms a relaxed, restful feel. We used
natural materials like walnut bed frames,
soft rugs and sumptuous bedding.
n Talk us through how you decided on
your fittings and fixtures – and got them
here.
Michelle: We sat with a kitchen designer,
a bathroom designer and a tile specialist
who all produced digital 3D images of
each room. We gave them basic room
measurements then let them position
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everything, gauge quantities and advise on
suitability of materials. They were able to
calculate the weight and space needed in
the freight container.
Paul: We took our time shopping around
from the UK, using a virtual private
network (VPN) to allow access onto
American websites without being redirected back to the UK. This allowed us
to purchase goods from American sites to
be sent to an American delivery address.
We set up an account with an import
specialist in Antigua which meant we
could have items delivered to an address
in Miami and forwarded by sea or air
by the importers, who calculate the
appropriate tax and transportation fees.

No language barrier is a
definite plus and we’ve been
very positively surprised
with the quality and care our
construction team have shown.
n What’s your favourite part of the
house and why?
Paul: Outdoors! We chose Antigua
largely because of the climate and the
outdoor lifestyle it enables. I was very
keen on creating an outdoor kitchen with
outdoor dining and oversized mooring
lounging areas to allow guests to fully
enjoy and benefit from the wonderful
climate and sunsets.
I can’t imagine a better place to grill
your food while enjoying a cold beer with

friends than from behind the counter of
our outdoor kitchen. Dining under the
covered terrace is a beautiful place to
enjoy sunset dinner before retiring to the
mooring for waterside drinks by the fire;
it’s wonderfully tranquil.
Michelle: Nothing beats a candle-lit night
swim in your own pool, but I’d have to say
I love the Great Room the most.
It was a bit daunting to furnish as it’s a
huge space but I love get-togethers so
was keen to create a place where everyone
could comfortably hang out. It’s definitely
the hub of the house and leads onto the
bedrooms and outdoor terrace.
n What advice would you give to people
thinking about building in Antigua?
Michelle: No language barrier is a definite
plus and we’ve been very positively
surprised with the quality and care our
construction team have shown.
We built at a distance of 4,000 miles
with a four/five-hour time difference, in
the wake of the Brexit referendum when
the value of Sterling collapsed. So we’ve
had our fair share of bad luck but it’s
not much use fretting about things you
can’t control. It’s torturous watching the
weather reports while your container ship
makes its way across the Atlantic but
we’ve done it twice now and even mirrors,
glasses and tiles arrive intact.
You also need to make informed
decisions quickly and move on – there are
far too many to procrastinate.
Paul: Beware that the total cost of your
build doesn’t bear too much resemblance

to the quoted cost of the build. There are
numerous costs that are not apparent in
the quotation for build.
These include a lot of US dollars to
pay the contractor, plus customs duties,
Antiguan sales tax, environmental taxes,
freight transport, the cost of receiving the
freight on-site (you need a lorry, a crane,
possibly a forklift truck!) and items that
are not included in the quotation such as
appliances, fixtures and fittings that are all
necessary to finish it off. Then obviously
the ongoing costs such as gardening, pool
maintenance etc.
Would we do it again? The house was
the first deliverable from our Caribbean
dream wish list. A boat is next. Ask us
again when you see a yacht moored on
the dock. n

ADVERTORIAL

BUILDING PEACE OF MIND
LOOKING TO BUILD A NEW HOME, RENOVATE OR EXTEND? CG CONSTRUCTION &
CONSULTANCY BRINGS PROFESSIONALISM, VISION AND VALUE

‘

Building a home abroad – particularly in
challenging terrain – is not for the faint
of heart.’
So reads one of a plethora of
testimonials on CG Construction’s
website where, if you were considering
doing the aforementioned, wouldn’t be a
bad place to start your research.
The plaudit from owners of a
four-bedroom luxury villa built by
the Antigua-based firm is one of
dozens found online lauding CG’s
professionalism, integrity and value for
money.
Not only did the company support
the family “every step of the way”, its
customer service “made the whole process
as simple and pleasurable as possible”, it
concludes.
CG has created more than 50 highend homes and commercial projects
since it was established in 2004. Today, it
occupies an enviable place in the market
as one of the largest and most respected
construction companies in Antigua.
Completing works on time and within
budget on a small, imports-dependent
island is no mean feat. Creativity,
efficiency and timeliness place this
25-strong team – which includes several
highly skilled project managers – head
and shoulders above the rest.
From beachfront abodes to
mountainside hideaways – encompassing
new builds, renovations and extensions
– CG pledges to “take care, custody
and control” of every development it
undertakes.
“We do everything with the utmost
care, we take custody which means
absolute transparency and accountability,
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and we are always in control,” says CG’s
founder and managing director Paul
Smith.
“We believe that’s vital to any building
project.”
And because CG knows that realtime two-way correspondence is key to
customer satisfaction, all clients benefit
from a blog spot with photos uploaded
each day, allowing them to observe
every step of their dream project coming
to fruition. It avoids discrepancies in
communication while keeping a pictorial
record of your development journey for
posterity.
Costs are kept lower than many
competitors because CG can also take
charge of the design process, explains
British-born Paul, a qualified chartered
engineer.
“Often we find details are onerous and
unnecessarily over-specified by architects.
There’s a saying that anyone can build a
bridge, but only an engineer can build it
efficiently,” he says.
CG reduces the cost of “buildability”
– assessing designs from the perspective
of those that will manufacture,

install components and carry out the
construction works – to only what’s
required.
“We find the best solutions to
foundations, structures, suspended
elements or difficult detailing, helping the
architect to choose the right material with
the correct properties for the job. This
kind of pro-active design helps us keep
our clients’ bills as low as possible,” Paul
continues.
“Customers are welcome to come
in and see us any time at our Cobbs
Cross offices. It’s an opportunity to look
through our samples and see what they
like, as well as talk to us face to face.”
For a firm that prides itself on
expertise, state-of-the-art equipment is a
given. CG’s satellite-based instruments –
which use geographic information system
(GIS) technology – promise accuracy
to within a few millimetres in field
surveys, such as topography assessments.
“Accuracy is all-important and we can
provide the very closest results,” Paul says.
Building a home or business from the
ground up naturally comes with a number
of risks. CG offers a variety of contracts

depending on the level of risk a client
wishes to absorb.
“We want people to feel as
comfortable as possible during the
development of their project. Risks might
be anything from a discrepancy between
drawings, to hitting rock when you were
expecting soft ground and needing to pay
for an excavator,” Paul explains.
CG offers three principle contracts.
‘Fixed price’ is where the costs are
set at the beginning and do not alter
(notwithstanding any changes the
client wishes to make along the way),
with the contractor absorbing any risks
encountered.
A ‘cost-plus’ contract is where the
client covers the project’s actual expenses
– eg labour, materials and other costs
incurred along the way. The ‘plus’ part
refers to a fixed percentage agreed on
gross costs.
“We also offer ‘fixed fee’ which is like
a management contract; we manage it all
for a fee,” Paul explains. “The customer
simply pays an agreed fee plus the
discounted costs for goods, materials and
labour that a professional contractor is
able to obtain.”
Such flexibility has paid dividends
in ensuring happy customers, like the
family who chose CG to build their new
beachside home in scenic Willoughby
Bay. To their delight, the four-bedroom
property was ready to move into in just
nine months.
“We were amazed with how quickly
and cost-effectively the project was
handled,” the owners enthused. “The build
even came in under budget and our family
is now fully enjoying life in our new
home.” n
CG Construction’s offices in Cobbs Cross
are open Monday to Friday 7.30am-6pm.
Visit www.cg-construction.com or call
+1 562-8074.

Scan code to
watch the video
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TRACY EDWARDS MBE:
STILL MAKING WAVES
ONE OF SAILING’S GREATEST PIONEERS TALKS EXCLUSIVELY TO LUXURY LOCATIONS
MAGAZINE ABOUT THE EPIC VOYAGE THAT MADE HER NAME 30 YEARS AGO, HER LOVE FOR
ANTIGUA AND WHY HER EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME TO HELP YOUNG GIRLS WORLDWIDE
IS HER MOST IMPORTANT VENTURE TO DATE

I

t was a feat most thought could never
be achieved. The notion of an allfemale crew battling the 33,000-mile
Whitbread Round the World Race was
deemed risible at best, a sure-fire disaster
at worst.
Indeed, one fellow sailor famously
quipped that captain Tracy Edwards
and her 12-woman team would be
“acknowledged for nothing but failure”.
In 1989, sailing was still staunchly
a male-dominated arena – and the
Whitbread, now called the Ocean Race,
considered the toughest sporting event on
Earth.
For Tracy, then 26, mastering the
peaks and troughs of four oceans in the
multi-leg nine-month sprint represented
“ultimate freedom”, she tells Luxury
Locations Magazine.
Not only did the tenacious trailblazers
complete the gruelling contest, they won
two of the six legs and seized second
overall place aboard 58ft vessel ‘Maiden’,
sailing into Southampton on May 28
1990 as record-breakers, and changing
the perception of women in ocean racing
forever.
“The thing that kept me going was the
thought that if we gave up or failed, the
next all-female crew would not only have
what we had to deal with, but they would
also have our failure hanging around their
neck like an albatross and I just couldn’t
bear the thought of that,” Tracy recalls.
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“At the very least, we had to take
women’s sailing one step forward. That’s
what kept me going up to the start line;
once we crossed the start line there was
the absolutely overwhelming need to
win,” she grins.
Thirty years on from that epic
adventure – immortalised in the criticallyacclaimed 2019 movie ‘Maiden’ – Tracy is
continuing to make waves worldwide.
In 2015, the iconic boat, which was
sold at the end of the race, was discovered
in disrepair in the Seychelles. Tracy raised
the funds to buy her back and ship her to
the UK.
HRH Princess Haya bint Al Hussein
graciously funded Maiden’s restoration, in
tribute to her father King Hussein of Jordan
who had sponsored Tracy’s Whitbread team
through Royal Jordanian Airlines.

In November 2018, Maiden embarked
on perhaps her most important voyage
yet – a three-year, 90,000-mile world
tour to highlight the plight of the 130
million girls globally who are not afforded
an education, while raising funds to help
them access that basic human right.
Tracy’s passion for the Maiden Factor
Foundation is palpable. The route, which
includes a stop in Antigua, may have
been disrupted due to the coronavirus
pandemic but the Eastern Caribbean
island is scheduled for a visit in 2022.
The charitable venture, Tracy
continues, “is everything for me right
now”.
“I have never enjoyed a project
as much as I am enjoying this one. It
combines my love of sailing with my love
of Maiden; my daughter calls Maiden my
‘first born’. The honour of being able to
help girls in education and to empower
women is extraordinary.
“When Maiden sails into ports now
she has her own fan club,” Tracy beams.
In scenes reminiscent of the moment the
yacht crossed the finishing line 30 years
ago, thousands of people still line docks
across the globe chanting Maiden’s name
and flocking on board during her open
days.
“I love seeing girls come down to see
her because she is proof of what girls can
do,” Tracy says.
“The best conversation I ever heard on
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Maiden was between two six or sevenyear-olds; a girl and a boy both sitting
at the wheel. The little boy turned to the
little girl and said, is it only girls that can
sail around the world? And she looked at
him and said, I suppose boys can do it as
well.

“You could drop me into the
middle of any ocean and I
would know instantly which
one I am in; they have different
feels to them, the water has
different colours, the wildlife
is different.”
“It’s the moment I’ve waited my entire
life for,” Tracy laughs.
Like many sailors, Antigua, with its
famous trade winds, laidback lifestyle and
warm, genial inhabitants is a destination
close to the 58-year-old’s heart.
Her first visit was at the culmination
of her inaugural transatlantic crossing
which departed from Majorca four
decades ago.
“I have never forgotten sailing into
Antigua for the first time; it was like
nothing I’d ever experienced. Everyone
else on board had been there before, so for
them it was like coming home,” she says.
Back then, the UNESCO World
Heritage Site of Nelson’s Dockyard was
still “partly in ruins”, the now paved
road was a “dusty path” and the area was
frequented by rock stars, Tracy smiles.
“I just fell in love with Antigua, the
people are so nice and it’s such a lovely
feeling and has all that history. I am a
history buff so I was in seventh heaven
seeing places like the Admiral’s Inn where
Nelson would have been; I loved all that.”
The jaw-dropping panorama from
Horsford Hill is one of Tracy’s “favourite
views in the world”.
“Coming round the corner and down
that hill towards Falmouth where the
whole thing just opens up in front of you
is so beautiful. My favourite place would
be Monk’s Hill which directly overlooks
Falmouth,” she continues.
“It’s a hike to get up there but the
24

view is absolutely amazing. With the old
fort there, you can’t help imagining the
history and Nelson’s men and what awful
lives they must have had with that heat
and those uniforms on.”
A heart-wrenching spot for Tracy
is the little-known graveyard for the
wives and children of those 18th century
officers.
Asked where her preferred place is
to sail, she says “every ocean has its own
personality”.
“You could drop me into the middle
of any ocean and I would know instantly
which one I am in; they have different
feels to them, the water has different
colours, the wildlife is different,” she
explains.
“I do love doing transatlantics. To
me, the Atlantic is a yomping ocean; it’s
like a Great Dane with long gangly legs.
It’s happy, it can be quite scary, the waves
can be very big but if you’re going in the
right place at the right time you’ve got the
waves with you.”
In 1990, Tracy, from Berkshire in

Tracey Edwards

England, became the first woman to
receive the Yachtsman of the Year Trophy.
She was also awarded an MBE and has
written two books about her experiences.
But the impact of her and her crew’s
incredible legacy was encapsulated when
two of the original team – Jo Gooding
and Angela Heath - joined Maiden’s
current tour while on the west coast of
the US.
The ladies were stunned by the
prowess of the all-women team currently
at the helm, led by skipper Liz Wardley.
“The age they are now is how old
we were when we sailed Maiden - and
they are so much better,” Tracy grins.
“They’re more experienced, have more
qualifications and are more confident.
The level of women sailors now is off the
chart.” n
By Gemma Handy
For more information about the work of
the Maiden Factor Foundation – and the
opportunities available for young female
sailors – visit www.themaidenfactor.org
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FRENCH FLAIR IN THE
HEART OF THE HARBOUR
HIP BISTRO COLIBRI HAS A NEW CHEF AT THE HELM

T

he delectable dishes served up at
Colibri are a winning combination
of French classics and Créole
flavours, landing Colibri’s name in many
‘best of Antigua’ lists since its opening
two years ago by Didier and Leah Deleau.
“We’re inspired by bistronomy and the
art of modern cuisine but equally value
the deep traditions in home cooking. We
present delicious and beautiful food that
isn’t too fussy,” says Didier.
This season, Colibri welcomes head
chef Richard Meyniel to the team. After
earning his degree at the prestigious Ecole
Superieure de Cuisine Francaise (ESCF)
– dubbed ‘the Harvard of Gastronomy’ –
Richard has been cooking up a storm in
Michelin star and notable eateries across
the world. Richard’s culinary craft and
Colibri’s top choice status are a perfect
match.
Colibri’s revolving menu relies on
the freshest and finest locally sourced
ingredients. Specialities include foie gras,
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homemade ravioli, chicken Colombo,
lobster risotto, and a variety of mouthwatering desserts like coconut crème
brȗlée and New Orleans beignets.
During ‘Golden Hour’ from 5pm6.30pm, there are complimentary apéro
plates when ordering a bottle of wine or
four craft cocktails - perfect for sharing.

Complementing the highly acclaimed
menu is a curated list of French wines
and a fun and fresh range of cocktails
incorporating the herbs and spices of the
region.
Signature tipples include the ‘Ti’
Colibri’ featuring grapefruit-infused
vodka, elderflower liqueur, grapefruit,
lemon and rosemary. Be sure to ask about
the large selection of rhum arrangé,
traditional infused rums of the French
Antilles.
TripAdvisor users consistently rate
Colibri’s fare as excellent and special
mentions are often given to the attentive
and friendly staff. But it’s not just the
food and service that have made Colibri
such a hit with locals and tourists alike.
The charming Caribbean cottage,
cabana bar and cocktail lounge ensconced
in tropical gardens offer a relaxed, easy
vibe and a variety of settings to suit every
mood.
Magnificent trees keep the garden

cool during the day. In the evening,
the canopy is illuminated with magical
twinkling lights. It’s a spectacular setting,
perfect for a romantic date or a gaggle of
good friends.
Follow Colibri on Facebook and
Instagram for special announcements
such as their ‘Wine & Dine’ pairings and
live music performances. n
Colibri on Dockyard Drive, English
Harbour, is open Monday to Saturday.
Lunch is 12pm–3pm, bar menu
12pm–9.30pm and dinner 6.30pm–9.30pm.
Bar is open 12pm–12am. Closing time is
subject to Antigua’s Covid-19 regulations.
Visit www.colibriantigua.com,
email info@colibriantigua.com
or call +1 268 460-3434.

facebook.com/luxurylocations.themagazine

Don’t be left in the dark, call us today

The Caribbean’s Premier
Generator Specialists
Sales • Service • Parts

• Antigua’s only authorized FG Wilson 		
service centre
• Top quality, fully automatic generators
at unbeatable prices
• Superior quality service and support
• Complete sales and service centre

+1 (268) 462-EXEL (3935)
exeleng@gmail.com
www.exelengineering.com

Friars Hill Road, St. John’s, Antigua, W.I.

Authorized Service Centre for FG Wilson
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BEACHES FEATURE

FFRYES BEACH
This west coast haven with its powder white sand and backdrop
of emerald green hills offers spectacular views across the water to
Montserrat. Dennis’ beach bar and restaurant on the northern headland
is a great spot to grab a bite and a cocktail while the trees offer some
welcome shade.

MUST-VISIT BEACHES
ANTIGUA’S ‘BEACH FOR EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR’ SLOGAN HAS NEVER BEEN SO TIMELY. WHETHER YOUR
REASONS FOR WANTING TO SOCIALLY DISTANCE ARE RELATED TO THE CORONAVIRUS – OR JUST A NEED
TO UNPLUG AND UNWIND FROM THE STRESSES OF EVERYDAY LIFE – OUR QUINTESSENTIALLY CARIBBEAN
COASTLINE OFFERS A PLETHORA OF SECLUDED SANDY STRETCHES TO EXPLORE. HERE ARE OUR TOP PICKS
TO HANG OUT, KICK BACK AND SOAK UP THOSE RAYS.

PHOTO: Blue Marlin TV

MORRIS BAY
When British TV chef
Ainsley Harriott stumbled
across this south coast gem, he
was so enchanted he featured
it in his one-off Caribbean
cooking programme. Gina’s
Cookshop – made famous by
the show – is a charmingly
rustic spot to sample some
local cuisine under the shade
of the coconut palms.

DARKWOOD BEACH
With its iridescent water, sweeping views and
watersports, this easy-to-reach shoreline is a family
favourite. The friendly bar has simple dishes, cold beer
and a laidback vibe. Enjoy at leisure.
Photo courtesy of Tamarind Hills Antigua

DEEP BAY
With an 18th century fortress to explore
and tranquil shallow waters frequented by
starfish, this stunning stretch, home to the
Royalton Resort, is ideal for the whole family.
Adventurous types can swim out to snorkel the
nearby shipwreck.

s
PEARNS POINT
The untouched peninsula not only offers
excellent hiking, it has a total of seven
exceptional beaches to explore too. The clear
west coast waters are perfect for a refreshing dip
- and all within walking distance of the hub of
Jolly Harbour.

s
CARLISLE BAY
Enveloped in luscious vegetation,
this is one of few places on Earth
where the rainforest meets the
ocean. Little wonder the exclusive
resort fringing it is a favourite
haunt for celebs. A day pass
here guarantees serenity, superb
snorkelling and five-star service.
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VALLEY CHURCH
The only aspect to rival the beauty of this palm tree-lined paradise is the lauded coconut shrimp
and ice-cold cocktails served up at the adjacent Nest bar and restaurant. Valley Church is a favoured
hideaway for locals and tourists alike.

JOLLY BEACH
This lengthy expanse of
soft powdery sand and
gentle turquoise water
helped put Antigua on
the world map. Here you
can find sunbeds for hire,
watersports, a bar and
restaurant and abundant
other amenities within
strolling distance.
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PRINCESS DIANA BEACH
Named after its most famous visitor who
described Barbuda as the only place on Earth
she could find peace, this deserted crescentshaped beach with its seasonal pink sand is one
of the brightest jewels in the sister isle’s crown.
Photo courtesy of Visit Antigua and Barbuda

s
JOLLY BEACH
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing
elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et
dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea
commodo consequat. Du

s

Photo courtesy of The Nest, Antigua

HALF MOON BAY
Easy to see why this horseshoe-shaped bay
with its fine pink sand and active surf is a
regular ‘world’s best beach’ nominee. There’s
a small bar serving up light dishes like fresh
fish and salads. Insta uploads here are a
must.

LIFESTYLE

UP TO THE MINUTE
US$24,500

Already a legendary name in the Omega
family, the gents Globemaster has been
updated to become the world’s first master
chronometer cementing its position as an
industry leader. The 18K SednaT gold case
features a polished fluted bezel, a sunbrushed blue dial reminiscent of the first
1952 Constellation model, and revolutionary
anti-magnetic technology.
Available at Abbott’s Jewellery & Perfumery in
Heritage Quay, St John’s.
Call +1 268 462-3107.

THE LUXE LIST
From unique boutiques to designer emporiums, Antigua boasts a
vibrant array of shopping experiences. We foraged through a few to
bring you this hand-picked selection of must-haves and just-wants
worthy of the Luxe List.
ECO-FRIENDLY TOTES
US$380

The planet is at the heart of Longchamp’s
new eco-friendly Green District line. The fall
2020 collection features a unisex collection of
bags made with yarn regenerated from nylon
ocean waste. Each piece combines upcycled
materials with the luxury brand’s artisanship
and enduring codes of style.
Available from Longchamp in Heritage Quay,
St John’s. Call +1 268 562-5301.

OCEANIC PERUSALS
O’Brien paddle board US$999
Cressi fins US$65
Cressi mask US$55

Experience the country’s waters like never before with
the latest technology from Cressi. The fins incorporate
low-modulus polypropylene for greater flexibility, softness
and resistance, while the facemask’s skirt of hypoallergenic
soft silicone is anatomically designed ensuring a perfect
seal. Fancy some above-water action? O’Brien’s Burnside
stand-up paddleboard, at an incredibly light 27.5 lbs, is
constructed of environmentally friendly bamboo while
retaining utmost performance and stability.
Available from Aqua Sports in Heritage Quay, St John’s.
Call +1 268 462-3474.
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NATURALLY ELEGANT

US$1,990

The simple yet organic shapes inspired by the delicate shape
of the lunaria – also known as the annual honesty flower – are
a vision in 18K yellow gold. Part of Marco Bicego’s Petali
collection, these gorgeous but understated earrings will
complement laidback lunch caftans and corporate attire alike.
Available at Abbott’s Jewellery & Perfumery in Heritage Quay, St
John’s. Call +1 268 462-3107.

DASH OF BRILLIANCE
US$899

Lavish aquaprase is a new super gem
which outshines all others – and just
might become the crowning glory in your
jewellery collection. Shimmering diamonds
contour this sensational ring from Le Vian,
complemented by 14K strawberry gold that
adds depth and body.
Available at Sterlings in Heritage Quay, St
John’s. Call +1 268 562-5662.

RADIATING SPARKLE

US$110 for 75ml

Brand new for 2020, Dolce Shine is solar, cheerful and
irresistibly fresh. This fruity floral scent combines juicy
mango and bright jasmine with sun-drenched blond
woods to embody the magnetic, upbeat female who turns
heads everywhere she goes.
Available at Abbott’s Jewellery & Perfumery in Heritage
Quay, St John’s. Call +1 268 462-3107.

MARINE MEMENTO
US$145

This fun yet stylish octopus pendant
incorporates iridescent abalone with
freshwater pearls, set in sterling silver.
The shimmering shell bounces off
Antigua’s abundant sunshine to create
a look that’s as playful and engaging
as the lady it adorns.
Available at Silver Chelles in Redcliffe
Quay, St John’s. Call +1 268 789-2662.

PIONEERING APPEAL
US$29,500

SHOW-STOPPING STYLE
US$92

Channel some serious feminine energy with this
stunning one-piece from Body Glove. The Electra
features a shelf bra and removable soft cups,
coupled with design details like a mod square
neckline, flattering high leg, criss-cross open back,
and cheeky coverage.
Available at Island Beach Bums in Heritage Quay,
St John’s. Call +1 268 562-8961.

Crafted for the woman who cares as much
about the technology in her timepiece as she
does its appearance, the Omega Ladymatic is a
mesmerising blend of extraordinary design and
truly innovative watchmaking. It features a white
mother-of-pearl dial marked with diamond-set
indexes. The exquisite dial is visible through a
scratch-resistant sapphire crystal.
Available at Abbott’s Jewellery & Perfumery in
Heritage Quay, St John’s. Call +1 268 462-3107.
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ROCKS ON THE ROAD
FROM ‘SOCIABLE BUBBLES’ BY THE POOL TO MOBILE CUISINE AND MEAL KITS, THIS SEASON SEES THE
AWARD-WINNING TEAM BEHIND SHEER ROCKS AND CATHERINE’S CAFÉ GET EXTRA CREATIVE

T

he unprecedented challenges
presented by 2020 have once again
got the creative Rocks Group crew
thinking outside the box.
Happily, setting new standards in
dining and entertaining at their two
acclaimed eateries is what they do best.
And that’s just one of the reasons this
year saw Sheer Rocks named the best
restaurant in the Caribbean.
The coveted accolade from the Carib
Journal came as the lauded west coast spot
prepared to celebrate an entire decade in
business in November. Sheer Rocks is no
stranger to plaudits but with mentions of
a “miraculous menu” and “truly admirable,
locally-focused sourcing”, this one was a
feather in its culinary cap.
With the focus currently on smaller,
more intimate social occasions, Sheer
Rocks’ poolside experiences – boasting
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the jaw-dropping ocean panoramas that
helped make its name – are a pretty good
place to start.
From tapas with close friends or
family, to couples’ days with champagne
and canapés, there’s a variety of options
to choose from whether one prefers the
plunge pool or the exclusive rock pool for

utmost seclusion.
Perched atop a bluff overlooking an
expanse of Caribbean Sea, Sheer Rocks
is loved for its romantic ambience and
Mediterranean-inspired menus.
Its sister, Catherine’s Café, nestled
among the neem trees of Pigeon Point
Beach, serves up mouth-watering French
cuisine in a relaxed but elegant setting.
Bespoke private events incorporating
the expertise of both have also been given
new life this season. The Rocks Group
prides itself on bringing beautifully
curated and luxurious dining experiences
direct to your door.
It’s not just in-house feasts that are
on offer, the trend-setting team can also
craft weddings and other celebrations,
all within the careful confines of social
bubbles and safety guidelines.
For those wishing to recreate a Rocks

culinary experience for themselves, the
Rocks Box has been given a revamp too.
The monthly hand-picked selection of
sommelier-choice wines is still available
by subscription.
But the team have upped their game
some more, expanding the offerings to
include discounted ready-to-eat meals,
and meal kits comprising the restaurants’
favourite dishes that can be prepared at
home in one or two easy steps.
There’s also a deli selection with items
for cooking or snacking, and even bottled
versions of some of their most popular
cocktails. All are available for pick-up or
island-wide delivery from Wednesday to
Saturday.
A few more reasons why Rocks
Group continues to stay ahead of the
curve. n

Catherine’s Café is located on Pigeon Beach, English Harbour.
Call +1 268 782-5050 for current opening times. Sheer Rocks is located at Cocobay
Resort, Valley Road. Call +1 268 464-5283 for current opening times.
More information on Instagram: @itsrocksgroupevents; @rocksboxantigua;
@sheerrocks; @catherinescafe; @rocksgroupevents; @rocksboxantigua.
Email events@itsrocksgroup.com for details about private events.
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ART GALLERY THAT
CREATES A SCENE
Gilly Gobinet’s enchanting space stirs the senses and captivates the soul

S

et among tropical gardens
overlooking a seductive seascape,
Gilly Gobinet’s working Art
Gallery offers scenes as pretty as a picture.
And that’s before one even begins to
browse the delightful paintings on display.
Inside, one wall is devoted to a series
of abstract watercolour nudes, another to
an effervescent collection of bougainvillea
and lilies tenderly recreated in acrylic.
Interspersed throughout, haughty
flamenco dancers kick up their heels
before an exquisitely depicted audience of
doe-eyed canines.
In the kitchen, cartoon rastas vie for
position among pictures of pineapples,
chattel houses and classic yachts. And
in the bathroom, a papier mache clown
offers visitors lavatory paper with one tiny
scarlet hand.
In the background, the effortless
timbre of Mozart adds one final
whimsical flourish.
Barely a square foot of Gilly’s gallery
found in a charming Fitches Creek street
– a short drive from the international
airport – has been excluded from this
bacchanalia of colour and canvas. Handpainted murals adorn exterior walls and
even the periphery of the swimming pool.
“Inspiration is never lacking when
you’re surrounded by all of this,” she says
brightly, gesturing towards the ocean
which abuts a stretch of unrestrained flora

Scan code to
watch the video

where bananaquits shrill contentedly as
they forage.
Anyone wishing to browse Gilly’s
sundry creations will be treated to a full
tour of the property, beginning with the
gaily embellished hallway before heading
into the bathroom which houses 42 pieces
alone. Hundreds more original works
and prints – all of which are for sale –
bedeck the interior rooms, verandah and
courtyard. The latter is where Gilly can
usually be found at work, brush in hand.
“Most artists are recognisable by one
specific style but I am extremely versatile,”
she says. “I can do anything from
cartoons, to delicate pen and ink, to very
detailed or loose watercolour and acrylic –
practically anything anyone asks me to.”
While most of the pieces exhibited
are the result of her own impulse, much of
Gilly’s work is commissioned, particularly
her portraits of pet dogs and cats for
which she donates 10 per cent to local
animal charity PAAWS. Nearly all her
paintings are suitcase-friendly, or can be
shipped already stretched or rolled into a
tube for convenience. Greetings cards and
postcards are also available.
British-born Gilly, who has lived in
Antigua since 1984, adds: “What I love
most is the feeling of achievement when
you’ve created something you love – and
you hope others will too.” n

Visitors can drop in 9am to 1pm Mondays
to Fridays or by appointment. For more
details, visit www.gillygobinet.com,
email gillygobinet@me.com or call
(+268) 464-6084.

MUSIC FEATURE

MARCIA DUNCAN ON MUSIC,
MEMORIES AND ALL THAT JAZZ
THE ANTIGUAN SONGSTRESS WITH THE VOICE LIKE HONEY MADE MUSIC HER FULL-TIME CAREER
AFTER BEING SIGNED TO RECORD LABEL JO & CO. HERE THE 31-YEAR-OLD TALKS TO LUXURY
LOCATIONS MAGAZINE ABOUT HER JOURNEY FROM HUMBLE ROOTS TO PERFORMING ON SOME OF
THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS STAGES IN THE WORLD.

How did your musical journey begin?
My earliest memory, from the moment I
was aware of myself, music was just there.
My father sings all the time and plays
guitar; he would pick it up every free
moment he got. I grew up in church and
music was what I woke up to as he would
be playing all his albums.
So I am very much into old school
music - the 50s, 60s, Motown – everyone
says I have an old soul. My dad would
tuck us into bed at night with his guitar
and sing to us. My three sisters and I
naturally ended up singing along with my
dad. Music was a part of us.
We were one of the less fortunate
families in an at-risk community; we had
no TV, just an antenna radio and my dad’s
music. When we did get a TV I loved
‘The Sound of Music’. We watched it
religiously, every day after school.
How would you describe your sound?
I honestly can’t compare it to anyone else;
authenticity is very important to me. The
reason I write is because I want to express
myself in an honest, open way.
My sound is soulful, passionate, it
changes from very happy and perky,
uptempo and pop-like to soulful jazz
which reflects the way I am very deep in
thought.
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I tried stealing a peek of Ellie on stage
and I became a distraction to the audience
and ended up signing autographs and
running back stage.

What has been your best performance
so far?
I have had surreal experiences
performance wise (such as Nice Fete de la
Musique for over 100,000 people), but my
most memorable is the NRJ concert in
Lyon, France, in 2015 where I performed
on the same stage as Ellie Goulding,
whose dressing room was right next to
mine.
That’s when I realised that our band at
the time was bigger than we had thought.

Who have been the most important
influences on your musical life and
career?
I have never had a famous icon influence
me; I find inspiration from many people,
whether famous or not, like my eldest
sister Marisa. She was always so gifted,
flawless, so serious and focused on
music. When she sang it demanded your
attention.
For a while, that’s why I never
pursued music because the bar she set
was too high. But I learned to appreciate
we have different styles and abilities, and
I have learned to appreciate my own.
However, she is still a major influence and
has always been supportive to me.
What have been the greatest challenges
of your career so far?
Knowing who and what to trust, because
in this field everything is about contracts
with legal agreements behind it. Fighting
for what’s yours takes so much time and
money if you get taken advantage of.
When it happens with a big label, then
who do you trust?

Shaggy, the singer, shared with me how
much he had gone through, especially in
the early years. He told me the key is to
have knowledge, and with that you have the
power to determine what’s best for you and
what it is you’re getting into.
Is there anything special that you do to get
into a creative mindset?
Not really; I’ve been a flight attendant in my
life and had conversations with crews and
passengers that have been inspiring and I
would sit in my jump seat at the back, take
a napkin from the galley and start writing
whatever inspired me.
For the most part I prefer to be alone. I
am constantly in a creative mindset which
has made me become an introvert because I
crave aloneness; I want to hear my thoughts.
When there are other people and noises in
my space I need to get away and drown it all
out and tap into what’s inside of me.
Who are your favourite musicians?
I love the oldies like Chuck Jackson, Bill
Withers, The Temptations, Ella Fitzgerald,
Smokey Robinson, Diana Ross and the
Supremes. And Michael Jackson will always
be a favourite of my mine.
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“I am constantly in a creative mindset which has made
me become an introvert because I crave aloneness;
I want to hear my thoughts.”

Where do you see yourself in five years’
time?
I will be 36 then so maybe I will have met
someone to start a family with. I want
to be in a position to bring to the table
something good, something substantial,
and support my family by having a good
career. I am going hard to do that by
pursuing something which has been
pursuing me all my life - which is music.
I have always been passionate about
children and youths who are learningchallenged. Having a name and greater
status would allow me to do more. What
I really want to accomplish is having a
bigger platform to change lives.
If you could collaborate with anyone,
who would it be and why?
I have always dreamt of collaborating
with Elton John. I would see him singing
and playing piano on TV. There’s a certain
depth to his music. I would love to do a
duet with him.
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singing this song. I realised it was a dream
and I would forget the lyrics when I woke
up, so I grabbed the book I always keep
by my bed, wrote as much as I could
remember and wrote the rest from there.

Marcia with singer Ellie Goulding

Where did the inspiration come from
for the new song you have just written
and recorded?
‘Love me back again’ came to me in a
dream. I can’t relate to the words because
I have never felt that way about anyone
in my life. When I reflected, I realised it
came from the movie ‘Love Jones’. I had
just watched it and it was embedded in
my self-consciousness.
Right before I woke up, I saw myself
on a stage, with the light on my face,

Do you sing in the shower? What songs?
Of course. There are better acoustics in
the bathroom and I love how I sound.
I feel so refreshed when having a bath,
washing away all the stress. I sing happy
songs or songs from commercials.
I don’t know who wouldn’t sing in the
shower; it’s my favourite place to sing.
Are you writing an album?
I have enough to release a single album
and it would be great if I got the right
production team to work with me. Not
just for fans or fame per se, but just for
people to appreciate and also my family.
My father always asks me to put my songs
on a USB drive so he has them all in one
place. It would be lovely for them to have
an album of my songs that I wrote from
my heart, and go, here you go. Again,
because I’m sentimental. n

ADVERTORIAL

LOCATED IN THE JOLLY
HARBOUR COMMERCIAL
CENTRE, BODOG CURRY HOUSE
IS CASUAL DINING AT ITS FINEST
There are no white tablecloths; instead there is a simple but flavour-packed
menu of Indian-inspired dishes, with lots of choices including vegetarian,
meat and seafood, authentically prepared by our two Indian chefs.
This is truly the perfect spot for those who want to venture outside of their
comfort zone, while also enjoying delectable favourites like lush chicken
tikka, crispy vegetable samosas, tandoori dishes, garlic naan bread and a
variety of curry flavors. Spicy, medium or mild? You get to choose!

Call +1 268 562-5724

Menu request: Facebook (Bodog Beach Club/ Bodog Curry House)

OPENING HOURS

Monday – closed
Tuesday–Thursday: 12 noon to 8pm
Friday–Sunday: 2pm to 10pm
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AL PORTO, JOLLY HARBOUR
The scenic water’s edge setting is the perfect complement to Al Porto’s
simple, freshly prepared and quality cuisine. Pasta, steaks, lobster and fish
– and what might just be the best pizza on island – are served in stylish
contemporary surroundings. Staying on a boat? You can pull up directly
to the marina.
Open every day from 12pm. Call +1 268 562-7848.

s

FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD
ONE OF THE GREATEST PLEASURES OF TRAVEL IS SAMPLING THE AROMAS AND FLAVOURS OF THE
LOCAL CUISINE. FROM FINE DINING RESTAURANTS TO CASUAL BEACHSIDE EATERIES TO STREET STALLS
SERVING UP HEARTY TRADITIONAL FARE, THERE’S NO DOUBT ANTIGUA IS A FOODIE’S PARADISE. READ
OUR INSIDER’S GUIDE TO THE BEST PLACES ON ISLAND TO WINE AND DINE, SIP AND SAVOUR.

BODOG CURRY HOUSE, JOLLY HARBOUR
Got a hankering for a creamy korma, tantalising tandoori or a mighty
madras? Authentic Indian food is cooked to perfection with a variety of
choices for vegetarians and meat lovers alike. Eat in or order to go.
Open Tuesday to Thursday 12pm-8pm and Friday to Sunday 2pm-10.30pm.
Call +1 268 562-5724.
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CARIB BEAN COFFEE ROASTERS,
HORSFORD HILL
Put a little island in your cup with a stop at this
funky locale set into the hills overlooking Falmouth
Harbour. Antigua’s only full service commercial
coffee roaster brews up the world’s best Arabica
coffee beans. All the better with one of their
homemade cakes.
Open Mondays to Thursdays 8am-4.30pm and
Fridays 8am-4pm. Call +1 268 462-5282.

CATHERINE’S CAFÉ, PIGEON BEACH
French cuisine meets atmospheric Pigeon Beach at this elegant south coast spot enveloped
in neem trees. With a new head chef at the helm and all the familiar front of house faces,
the exceptional menu is enhanced by creative cocktails and an impressive wine selection.
Catherine’s Café took fourth place in the Caribbean Journal’s Best Beach Bars for 2020,
making it a must-visit this season.
Email reservations@catherines-café.com or visit www.catherines-café.com

s
CLOGGY’S, FALMOUTH HARBOUR
Watch all the comings and goings of the harbour with
the elevated view from one of Antigua’s longest running
restaurants. With delights like Cajun fried calamari, chicken
shoarma, mouthwatering burgers and inspired salads, this is a
firm favourite with both locals and visitors.
Email cloggyscafe@yahoo.com or call + 1 268 460-6910.

ISLAND FUSION, NATIONAL SAILING
ACADEMY, ENGLISH HARBOUR
A warm welcome and authentic Caribbean food are
guaranteed at this nautical-themed eatery, complete
with pastry shop, jerk centre and bar. Diners can eat in
or outside under the gazebo looking out over the ocean.
Email islandfusionanu@gmail.com or
call + 1 268 734-5671.

s
BOOM AT ADMIRAL’S INN, NELSON’S DOCKYARD
Languid lunches were made with Boom in mind. The only thing to rival
the food – seafood and salads, pastas and paninis – are the views over a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Soak up the ambience from a poolside
daybed or lounger.
Open daily from December 1 to August 30 from 12pm-6pm. Lunch is served
until 4pm. Reservations encouraged. Email boom@gunpowderhouse.com or
call +1 268 460-1027.
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LE BISTRO, HODGES BAY
There’s a reason why gastronomes have
frequented Le Bistro for the last four
decades. Its charming atmosphere and
classic French cuisine, like seafood bisque,
escargots and fresh baguettes, cooked up by
internationally acclaimed chef and owner
Patrick Gauducheau have made it an island
institution. Wine connoisseurs will also
appreciate the wide selection.
Open Tuesday to Sunday from 6.30pm,
with last orders at 10.30pm.
Visit www.lebistroantigua.com or call
+1 268 462-3881.

LA BRASSERIE, SLIPWAY, ENGLISH HARBOUR
Whether for the sensational French food, the on-site bakery
or the sweeping sea views at the entrance to English Harbour,
La Brasserie is a must-visit. Organic chicken, salmon quiche
and delicious crepes are among the dishes to earn rave reviews
from fans. Ooh la la.
Call +1 268 721-9420 or visit La Brasserie d’Antigua on
Facebook.

s
NOMAD, MARBLE HILL
Named in tribute to its
globetrotting clientele, Nomad
does not disappoint with an everevolving menu featuring an exciting,
eclectic fusion of regional and exotic
flavours, and an array of weekly
specials. Its residential setting is
tranquil yet easy to reach. Sunday
brunch is not to be missed. L’aperitif
happy hour is daily from 5pm-6pm.
Call/WhatsApp + 1 268 717-1715 or
email karine@nomad-Antigua.com.
46

CLUB HOUSE,
FALMOUTH HARBOUR
Fun, friendly staff and a
laidback international vibe give
Club House the edge before
one even picks up a menu.
Handmade sushi, Japanese
noodles, steaks and burgers
are among the delicious and
generously-sized dishes on
offer. The restaurant also hosts
regular quiz nights and live
ISLAND FUSION,
DJs. NATIONAL
SAILING ACADEMY,
ENGLISH
Follow them
on Instagram @
HARBOUR club_house_ayc or call
A warm welcome+1
and
authentic
Caribbean food are
268
562-8512.
guaranteed at this nautical-themed eatery, complete
with pastry shop, jerk centre and bar. Diners can eat
in or outside under the gazebo looking out over the
ocean.
Email islandfusionanu@gmail.com or call + 1 268
734-5671.

PILLARS AT ADMIRAL’S INN,
NELSON’S DOCKYARD
Dine under the stars surrounded by the
18th century pillars which earned this
whimsical place its name and you might
think you’ve been transported back
in time. The food, however, is wholly
contemporary with a Caribbean twist.
Wednesday is Caribbean night while
Sunday is ‘Taste of the World’, both
with live music.
Open 7.30am–10pm daily in high season
and from 8am–10pm from May 3 to
August 30.
Email pillars@admiralsinnantigua.com
or call +1 268 460-1027.

SHEER ROCKS, COCOBAY RESORT,
VALLEY ROAD
One of the hippest spots in the region,
Mediterranean influences complement locallysourced quality ingredients. There’s a host of
imaginative tapas to tuck into poolside or from
the comfort of a four-poster daybed. Lounge beats
and a panorama of turquoise sea are the icing on
the cake.
Visit www.sheer-rocks.com or
call + 1 268 464-5283.

SALT PLAGE, DICKENSON BAY
This inspired beachside bar and restaurant brings elegance and sophistication to
Antigua’s breathtaking north shore. Signature specials include mozzarella and sautéed
spinach stuffed chicken roulade. And how does seared maple leaf duck breast on spiced
Italian polenta sound? Wash them down with bubbles or cocktails.
Visit www.siboneybeachantigua.com/salt-plage or call +1 268 462-2162.
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CORK AND BASKET:
INDULGE AT LEISURE
A.S. BRYDEN’S RETAIL OUTLET IS A CORNUCOPIA OF GOURMET GOODNESS

From the finest wines to
the delights of the deli, the
English Harbour-based store
offers a feast for the senses
all under one roof
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Y

ou don’t have to be a connoisseur
to appreciate the Cork and
Basket’s globetrotting gastronomic
goodies – but you may feel like one by
the time you leave. From the finest wines
to the delights of the deli, the English
Harbour-based store offers a feast for the
senses all under one roof.
As the retail outlet for distributors
A.S. Bryden & Sons, superlative wines
and spirits are a given. What this unique

spot also offers is an impressive range of
charcuterie meats, seafood, olives, cheeses
and more.
Since opening in December 2016, the
Cork and Basket has been a go-to spot
for yacht crews and local residents alike.
“We have a great collection of old world
and new world wines, plus champagnes,
spirits and many more,” says store
manager Diedy Minors.
“Our mix and match offer on wines

and spirits allows customers to choose any
six or 12 bottles at a discounted rate.”
Exciting representations in the store
include a selection of Stonewall Kitchen
products, which started life as a range of
homemade goodies sold at a local farmers’
market in Maine and proved such a hit
they now appear in 42 countries across
the globe.
Also on sale are products from
Il Cipressino, which was born out of

Scan code to
watch the video
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a desire to defend the food heritage
and gastronomic traditions of Tuscany
through gourmet sauces, condiments,
pasta, and oil. The company is based on
three fundamental principles: organic
and sustainable agriculture, respect for
Tuscany’s gastronomic traditions, and the
careful development of recipes that are
both genuine and delicious.
Rustichella d’Abruzzo - born in 1924
in Penne - is today the brand of artisanal
pasta used by the best chefs in the world.
Also featured are Tracklements items,
a lovingly-made, award-winning range
of more than 60 artisan condiments
including onion marmalade and the UK’s
first wholegrain mustard.
A great place to enjoy many of
these is right outside at the Cork and
Basket’s European-style pavement café
overlooking the harbour.
“Guests are welcome to come with
friends, buy a bottle at retail price
and enjoy a nice glass of wine and a
charcuterie plate with us,” Diedy says.
“We also have Italian Lavazza coffee
and a superb selection of gourmet foods
including locally made pies and pâtés.”
And if you’re looking to treat a special
client, customer or employee, the Cork
and Basket’s custom-created gift baskets
must just be the perfect way to show your
gratitude. n
Cork and Basket store and café are open
during high season Monday to Friday from
8.30am to 6pm. Saturday opening hours
are 9am to 4pm.
Visit www.corkandbasket.com
or call +1 268 462-0363.
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FITCATION ANTIGUA
STAYING FIT AT THE BEST LOCATION

I

f you haven’t yet heard of Fitcation
Antigua, where have you been?
With 2020 triggering Covid-19
lockdowns, curfews and gym closures,
more and more people have been looking
for ways to stay fit and healthy. This is
where Fitcation Antigua’s unique selling
point has really come into its own.
Personal trainer Ron Pile had a vision
in 2018 to make fitness easier, more
comfortable and accessible to everyone –
and he has been going from strength to
strength ever since.

What gives me most joy is
when clients see and realise
for themselves the changes
in their bodies and mind. I
work with clients of all ages
ranging from teenagers to
septuagenarians who are
young at heart.
Ron takes personal training to a new
level by bringing fitness directly to
your doorstep. Whether it’s your home,
workplace, the beach, garden, holiday
villa or hotel, Ron brings his expertise,
skill and equipment to you, enabling
you to work out wherever you feel most
comfortable, is convenient and fits in with
your daily schedule.
With his calm, kind and unassuming
manner, Ron maintains regular clients
who love Fitcation Antigua’s ethos. His
enthusiasm and passion for fitness –
and helping people both physically and
emotionally – shines through.
“I love what I do. I love helping
people and visibly seeing results as they
progress through a fitness programme,” he
explains.
“What gives me most joy is when

clients see and realise for themselves
the changes in their bodies and mind. I
work with clients of all ages ranging from
teenagers to septuagenarians who are
young at heart.
“Each client is unique, and I develop
their fitness plans accordingly, individually
tailoring each one to meet their needs
and desires. I’m a patient trainer and
always like to educate my clients, carefully
explaining exercises, what we’re targeting
and the effects it will have on the body.
I pride myself on giving them advice for
life.”
Ron’s bespoke programmes include
strength training to improve overall body
performance, high intensity workouts for
weight loss and to improve cardiovascular
performance, core strengthening (yep,
everyone wants to work on their tummy)
for strengthening the abdominals and
to support good posture, and corrective
training to enhance flexibility, stability
and mobility.
“Covering such a wide range of
workouts enables me to help people of
any age, whether it be to lose weight,
get stronger, get fitter, tone up, be more
flexible, breathe better and/or assist with
injuries.
“All of these contribute to improved
mental wellbeing too. A client will tell
me what they would like to focus on,
and I tailor fitness sessions accordingly. I
always recommend at least three sessions
per week and they are always exciting and
diverse.
“I pride myself on ensuring every
session is different, introducing new
exercises or moves.”
Ron can also provide nutritional
plans. “At the end of the day, exercising
regularly can only get you so far; it needs
to be balanced with disciplined eating
habits,” he says.
“What you put into your body is just
as important as what you do with it.” n

To book your personal training sessions at
the location of your choice contact Ron Pile
by phone/WhatsApp on +1 268 728-5754,
email pilera@mlc-wels.edu, or visit Fitcation
Antigua on Facebook.
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SHEER ROCKS MARKS A
DECADE IN BUSINESS

O

ne of Antigua’s most celebrated
venues recently raised a glass to
a major milestone of its own.
Sheer Rocks marked a decade in
business on November 6. And what better
birthday gift could the acclaimed eatery
have envisioned than being named the
best in the region?
The stunning west coast spot beat off
stiff competition to claim the coveted
title of Best Restaurant in the Caribbean
2020 by the Caribbean Journal. It was
the latest in a string of plaudits for the
Cocobay Resort-based locale which first
opened its doors in 2010. Others include
TripAdvisor’s Traveller’s Choice Award as
one of the Best Fine Dining Restaurants
in the World for nine consecutive years. It
also topped the list for the Caribbean in
2018 in USA Today’s 10 Best.
Over the years, the venue has
expanded into a food, drink and lifestyle
brand under the Rocks Group umbrella,
centring on luxury cuisine, wine and
entertainment, and bringing a refined
European twist to the Caribbean lifestyle.
In 2017, the company purchased English
Harbour beach restaurant, Catherine’s
Café.
Sheer Rocks’ head chef Jamal Warner
works alongside Rocks Group’s executive
chef Simon Christey-French, who has
been named one of the Caribbean’s
most acclaimed chefs. Together, they
have created beautiful Mediterraneaninspired menus around carefully selected,
sustainably sourced ingredients, making
use of the island’s best and freshest
ingredients.
The anniversary was marked with
three days of celebrations, each one
highlighting a different Sheer Rocks
tradition. Guests enjoyed Ten Years of
Tasting Menus, Ten Years of Tapas and
Ten Years of Music on the Rocks.
Head over to Sheer Rocks’ social
platforms @sheerrocks on Instagram and
Facebook for more photos and details. n
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REFURBISH, RENOVATE,
REJUVENATE
Step One

Establish what you are trying
to achieve
One of the main reasons problems with
renovations arise is because plans are made
without a clear vision for the outcome.
Almost everyone wants to increase the
value of their property but often this is
too general to guide the overall process
of redecoration or refurbishment. It is
important to ask yourself what you want
from the property after the works are
completed; are you looking to sell, add
financial value for a future sale, boost its
rental potential, or are the works for yourself
and your own enjoyment such as a bigger
kitchen, more luxurious bathroom, larger
entertaining space, or just an overall facelift
to make it more attractive? Let the answers
be your guide.

Photo: Sidekix Media
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Add character to your kitchen
with a Kohler tap from Design
Centre Antigua.

Add that wow factor to your
kitchen with a light from
Lighting Expo Antigua

W

hether you’ve bought a fixer-upper or are just looking to breathe new life into
your old space for 2021, there’s more to redesigning a property than you might
think. With decades in the sales and property management business, we’ve seen our
fair share of renovations and refurbishments. We’ve compiled a list of steps to offer
inspiration, help you get the best from your budget and ensure the modifications work
for you.

Step Two

Outline your dream plan

Once you have an idea of what you ultimately want, create a list of
the necessary steps to get there. The list may initially be far too long
to feasibly tick them all off but seeing them all written down helps
decide which are immediate goals, how many of them are viable and
which can be put aside for a later date.

Step Three

Assess your costs – and budget

The next step is to get an idea of the costs of the various aspects
of your project and evaluate them against your budget and what
you are willing to spend. This will no doubt shorten many lists
immediately. This is the stage to get some rough quotes from
various different tradespeople to ensure that your costs are
matched to your budgeted expectations.
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Step Four

Balance the costs and budget against your
realistic returns
Now is the time to consider how much the project will bring you
in terms of rewards. This may be capital value, rental income or just
your own personal wellbeing and enjoyment of the property. Once
you have looked at these, you should be able to further refine your
list of works to those that give you the most value at the least cost.
Ask yourself if you really need the hand-painted wallpaper or if you
are happy with something less expensive. You should now have a
final litany of works to undertake, with a thorough idea of financial
expenses and the value of the end result to you. Remember, what
may be considered valuable to one person is not necessarily the
same as for someone else, so if you are trying to increase overall
financial value it is worth talking to a reputable real estate agent to
gauge what will generate the maximum return on your investment.
Photo: Collov Home Design

Step Five

Engage the workforce

You are now ready to go full steam ahead. This is often the
step which comes with the most apprehension as you will be
passing a point of no return and will need to put your hand in
your pocket. This stage should require less input on your part
but do make a plan for the duration of the work and establish
clear timelines and scopes with the contractors carrying it out.
Do not try to get everything done at once; your electrician
cannot rewire your property while your new stereo system is
being installed, nor can the painters work if the builders are
drilling out tiles and creating dust, so plan accordingly.

56

Add some colour with a sofa set from
Ashley Furniture in Antigua

Gazebo Antigua have an
array of wooden furnishings
and ceramic pots

Step Six

Photo: Shawn Ang

Be patient; Rome was not built in a day

If you planned well, all you need to do is wait and your improved
home will come to fruition. This can be a taxing time if you are
monitoring works or making changes as you go. Try to ensure that
your contractors have the space and time to work according to the
agreed schedule. Trust them to utilise their skills – not manage
your expectations.

Step Seven
Final checks

Once the work is finished, check it thoroughly. Do this while you
are alone and make a list of any potential issues as you come across
them. If there are any requiring further scrutiny, get in touch with
the contractor as soon as possible and discuss them politely and
amicably so as to rectify any problems promptly and see your dream
finally become a reality.

Renovation Examples

Before and after examples of how renovation
can totally transform your property

Contact Luxury Locations on +1 268 5628174 or info@luxurylocations.com for our
recommendations of reputable builders,
tradespeople and interior designers.
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ASK THE EXPERTS
IS NOW THE TIME TO BUY?

F

or almost all of us, 2020 will be
remembered as the Covid year
which damaged businesses and
economies worldwide. The financial
fallout is tipped to reach trillions of
dollars.
It’s not all doom and gloom however.
In many situations, lemonade can be
made from lemons and many savvy
investors use difficult times to boost their
portfolios, buying cheaply and waiting for
the inevitable appreciation of these assets.
Antigua’s property market has seen a
slow recovery since the global economic
downturn of 2008. On the plus side,
property prices remain far lower than in
many other countries.
One of the main reasons for this is
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that many second homes in Antigua are
purchased outright with no mortgage, and
thus present less of an ongoing financial
burden. House prices remained stable
in the aftermath of the 2008 crisis and,
though the market did slow dramatically,
property prices never dropped
significantly.

This year we have seen some
listing prices slashed by up to
45 percent
The languid market has now been
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic
and we are currently seeing some owners

very keen to divest of property, resulting
in some dramatic price reductions.
This is by no means across the
board but a tipping point appears to be
approaching, providing the market with
some very attractive prices and discounts.
This year we have seen some listing
prices slashed by up to 45 percent. Most
of these bargains are never published
online as they are snapped up within days
– a plus for both buyers and owners who
are happy to get a speedy sale. n
If you would like to know more about our
below market value properties email us at
info@luxurylocations.com to be added to
our regular mailing list.

THE PROPERTY HANDBOOK
THE ROAD TO OWNERSHIP
SIX SMALL STEPS TO BUYING PROPERTY
IN ANTIGUA...
STEP 1: CHOOSING AN AGENT
Identifying the right realtor to guide you
through the buying process is crucial.
With a combined four decades’ experience
in the local property market, the friendly,
efficient and professional Luxury
Locations team can help make finding
your ideal abode a fruitful and enjoyable
experience.
STEP 2: VIEWING PROPERTIES
The next stage is for us to determine your
specific requirements: is your dream home
beachfront or hillside? Does it have a pool
or garden? How many bedrooms should it
have? And what is your investment range?
We will then suggest various properties
for you to look at online and arrange a
time to take you to see them.
STEP 3: FINDING THE ONE YOU
LOVE
With an extensive portfolio from snug
holiday hideaways to plush palatial
estates, we’re confident it won’t be long
before you’re head over heels in real estate
love. You can then submit an offer and
we will negotiate on your behalf, ensuring
you the best possible deal for your money.
Once the offer is accepted, a deposit will
be needed to reserve the property; usually
either US$10,000 or one per cent of the
property price.

STEP 4: THE LEGAL PROCESS
Now come the all-important legalities
for which we can put you in touch with a
reputable lawyer. Their fee is between one
and two per cent of the purchase price,
half of which will be required upfront.
The seller’s lawyer will then draw up a
draft contract. Once both parties are
happy with the fine print, a 10 per cent
deposit of the property price is due
(minus the reservation deposit already
paid). That will be held safely in an escrow
account.
STEP 5: NON-CITIZEN’S
LICENCE
Non-nationals buying a home need
a non-citizen’s licence which our
recommended lawyers can handle for
you. It costs five per cent of the purchase
price and can take up to three months
to acquire but it’s a pretty seamless
process and 99 per cent of applicants are
approved.
STEP 6: COMPLETION
The remaining 90 per cent of the property
price is owed upon completion of the deal.
Finally, there’s the transfer of the title
deeds making you the official owner. Now
all that’s left for you to do is settle in and
enjoy your new home. Or, for maximum
return on your investment, enter it into
the rental programme and allow our sister
company Villa Management to take care
of it for you.

AND FINALLY…
Have you considered citizenship by
investment?
For the savvy investor,
a second passport can
spawn a wealth of
advantages including
visa-free travel and
international tax
planning. In 2013,
Antigua & Barbuda
became the latest nation to offer a route
for citizenship by investment. But while
other jurisdictions offer something
ostensibly comparable, few make it as
speedy, seamless or affordable as our twin
island paradise.
One avenue for gaining an Antigua
& Barbuda passport is a minimum
US$400,000 purchase in a governmentapproved real estate project. Successful
applicants are not required to sacrifice
their current citizenship. They also
benefit from exemption from a number
of local taxes, including personal income,
net worth, gift tax and estate duty. In
addition, they enjoy visa-free travel
to around 130 countries worldwide,
including the UK, Canada, Hong Kong,
Singapore, and Europe’s borderless
Schengen area.
Our friendly and professional team
can guide you through every step of the
process. n
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ANTIGUA PROPERTY SALES

		

Hodges Bay Club residences,
Hodges Bay
Two-bedroom beachfront units from US$1,200,000

One of the hippest addresses Antigua has to offer,
these luxurious properties at the exclusive Hodges
Bay Club resort offer superlative facilities just
steps away from a white sand beach.
A variety of suites and homes are for sale,
from one-bedroom hotel rooms, to studios with
kitchenettes, two-bedroom apartments, and threeand four-bedroom townhouses. All are created in
a stunning contemporary style, enhanced by the
charm and character of the Caribbean.
The resort is set among nine acres of lush
tropical gardens and has excellent dining and
leisure facilities. The properties are approved for
citizenship by investment, entitling the owner to
apply for an Antigua and Barbuda passport which
offers various tax and travel advantages.
Hodges Bay is a desirable upmarket
community, home to fine dining restaurants and
just a short drive to an international supermarket
and the airport.
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FOR FULL DETAILS CALL LUXURY LOCATIONS ON +1 268 562 8174

Villa Alize, St James Club resort

ANTIGUA PROPERTY SALES

US$1,500,000

Set within the exclusive St James Club, Villa Alize benefits
both from a sensational hilltop location and access to all of the
first-class resort’s luxurious amenities.
This three-bedroom villa has its own gated entrance and
sweeping driveway, ocean views, private swimming pool and
several areas for entertaining and relaxing.
Inside is a stylish, fully-fitted gourmet kitchen and comfortable
dining/sitting room which leads into the main living room. The
master suite is also located on this level and has its own private
entrance.
A staircase leads to the ground floor which has a large
media entertainment room, two en-suite bedrooms and a sitting
area with access to a charming courtyard with water fountain.
There is also a detached guest cottage.
5

5

Scan code to

watch the video

WWW.LUXURYLOCATIONS.COM • INFO@LUXURYLOCATIONS.COM
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ANTIGUA PROPERTY SALES

Watch our video and
see your next home

Palm Point, Jolly Harbour
Price on request

Stunning Palm Point cuts a striking
figure from its prime beachfront spot on
Antigua’s prized west coast. Set within
the gated community of Jolly Harbour,
this exceptional, six-bedroom luxurious
home features spacious open-plan living
areas.
The entrance porch leads into the
vast central hub of the villa with its
beautiful vaulted ceiling. From here the
white ceramic Italian tiles extend out
onto the white sandy beach to the northwest, and the pool area to the south-west.
The swimming pool and Jacuzzi have
both been built into the stone paving and
have sizeable covered terraces to dine by
the pool and watch the boats come in, or
relax or entertain on the beach.
This stunning 10,000 sqft villa has
vaulted ceilings throughout and two large
lounge areas overlooking the pool and
the beach. There is also a separate living
room with cable TV, while the vast fullyequipped kitchen is perfect to cater for
large parties and events.
6
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6.5

FOR FULL DETAILS CALL LUXURY LOCATIONS ON +1 268 562 8174

ANTIGUA PROPERTY SALES

Pearns Point, west coast
Price on request

One of the most exciting real estate opportunities in the region, Pearns
Point comprises 137 acres of unspoilt land set across a pristine peninsula
overlooking the Caribbean Sea.
Each of the 68 plots has been carefully crafted to allow maximum privacy,
space and seclusion for custom-designed luxurious properties ensconced into
the hillside and coastline.
Buyers can create their dream home, aided by world-class architects,
builders and interior designers in sync with Pearns Point’s stylish aesthetics.
The development’s centrepiece will be a luxurious, low-density hotel with a
fine dining restaurant, beach bar and retail space.
One final draw for investors is Pearns Point’s inclusion in the country’s
citizenship by investment scheme, entitling buyers to apply for an Antigua
and Barbuda passport which can spawn a wealth of travel and tax advantages.

WWW.LUXURYLOCATIONS.COM • INFO@LUXURYLOCATIONS.COM
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Watch our video and
see your next home

ESCAPE TO THE BEACH
Build your dream home on the beach or hillside in the serene gated
community of Ocean Grand. Choose your design and let us do the rest.

O

cean Grand’s majestic main
house has commanded
attention since it was first
built on the southern tip of glorious
white-sand beach Dickenson Bay. But,
until now, this spectacular peninsular
spot has not been available to anyone
without an eight-figure bank balance.
The development is offering individual
beach and waterfront building parcels
from as little as US$400,000. Every
plot in this private gated area has the
advantage of being located directly on
the beach or waterfront.
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You can choose to build three to six
bedroom properties, all overlooking the
turquoise waters of the Caribbean Sea.
Developers are offering a full turnkey
build and design service. But those who
wish to do things their own way are free
to choose their builders and architects.
In addition to being steps away from
the beach with its acclaimed bars and
restaurants, householders will be able to
dock their boats or jet skis to the rear
of the development for convenient trips
out on the water.

Contact Luxury Locations
today for details of the
discounted prices available
for the first few plots.

Call +1 268 562 8174

ANTIGUA PROPERTY SALES

Villa 236E, Jolly Harbour

US$275,000
Expertly appointed two-bedroom villa with 2.5
bathrooms within walking distance of beach.
Stunning terrace overlooking water.

3

2.5

Villa 403C, Jolly Harbour

US$275,000
Delightful two-bedroom property with extended waterfront
decking and 30ft dock. Hurricane shutters, 2.5 bathrooms,
air-conditioning.

2

2.5

Villa 230B, Jolly Harbour

US$295,000
Refurbished two-bedroom waterfront villa in popular
gated area, within walking distance of beach. Extended
sundeck, 25ft finger pier, off-street parking.

2

2.5

WWW.LUXURYLOCATIONS.COM • INFO@LUXURYLOCATIONS.COM
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Villa Azura, Long Bay
US$2,700,000
Magnificent three-bedroom home on 1.8acre plot with infinity pool. Stylish interior,
spacious living room and adjacent sunken
den.

3

3

Villa Champagne, Galley
Bay Heights
From US$3,450,000
Exceptional five-bedroom home, gated
community, sea views from all rooms.
Private gym, swimming pool, media room,
contemporary styling.

5

5

Villa Waves, English Harbour

US$2,995,000
Luxuriously styled six-bedroom home overlooking
UNESCO world heritage site. Underground parking,
infinity pool, close proximity to local amenities.

6

6
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Windward Bay Estate, English Harbour

Price on request
Various house plots available in exclusive gated community.
Prime waterfront setting. Citizenship by investment approved.
Close to amenities.

325B Harbour Sun, Jolly Harbour

US$850,000
Beautifully constructed villa with three bedrooms, two bathrooms
and stunning harbour views. Stylishly designed, high-end fittings
and fixtures.

3

2

Villa 422C, Jolly Harbour

US$195,000
Two-bedroom villa, with views over marina
and Sleeping Indian hills. Covered waterfront
terrace, popular gated community location.

2

2

WWW.LUXURYLOCATIONS.COM • INFO@LUXURYLOCATIONS.COM
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Hamilton Estate No 2, Valley Church
US$210,000
Two-bedroom, two-bathroom apartment. Communal pool and
sundeck. Spacious interior, close to amenities.

2

2

Villa Dragonfly, Harbour View

US$400,000
Charming mountain-facing villa, four bedrooms, three
bathrooms. Electronic hurricane shutters, security
system, pool.

4

4

Featherhead, Harbour View

US$400,000
Four-bedroom home, short walk to Jolly Harbour and
beaches. Attractive covered verandah, fully-equipped
kitchen.

4

3
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Star Dust, Jolly Harbour

US$1,050,000
Spectacularly redesigned three-bedroom villa, with dock and boat lift.
Fully-furnished, air-conditioned. Walking distance to amenities.

3

2.5

Lakeside, Darkwood
US$595,000
New three-bedroom, off-plan
build with shared swimming pool.
Panoramic beach views, approved
under Citizenship by Investment
scheme.

3

2

No. 5 Harbour Residences, Harbour Island

US$725,000
Exceptional homes with contemporary styling, inside Jolly Harbour gated
community. Three bedrooms, pool, high-end fittings and fixtures. Close to
amenities and beaches.

3

WWW.LUXURYLOCATIONS.COM • INFO@LUXURYLOCATIONS.COM
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Villa 222C, Jolly Harbour

US$399,000
Two bedrooms, waterfront setting. Covered
verandah with stunning sea views. Sought-after
gated community.

3

2.5

Bay House, Hamilton Estate

US$350,000
Three bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, large swimming
pool, sundeck and shaded verandah. Within
walking distance of the hub of Jolly Harbour.

3

3.5

Villa Azure (half share), Jolly Harbour

US$98,000
Three-bedroom villa, private pool and mature garden within desirable gated
community with good holiday rental potential. Prime investment choice.

3

2
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Villa 336C, Jolly Harbour

US$195,000
Fully-furnished, two-bedroom villa, 2.5 bathrooms in soughtafter gated community. Covered terrace overlooking the water.

2

2.5

Villa 407D, Jolly Harbour

US$195,000
Charming two-bedroom villa, 2.5 bathrooms,
in quiet gated community location. Good rental
potential. Walking distance to amenities.

3

2.5

Villa 432D, Jolly Harbour

US$265,000
Remodelled two-bedroom villa, 1.5 bathrooms.
Plunge pool and dock for boat. Prime waterfront
location in desirable gated community.

2

2

WWW.LUXURYLOCATIONS.COM • INFO@LUXURYLOCATIONS.COM
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VACATIONING IN THE
NEW NORMAL
Planning a holiday? Keeping you and your loved ones safe from Covid-19
will naturally be a key priority. If you’re among the many who have been
confined to their homes during lengthy lockdowns and are now dreaming
about beaches, mountains and historical sites, keep reading.

W

ith a beach for every day
of the day – guaranteeing
solitude and social distancing
– and oodles of private villas to suit all
budgets, Antigua is carving a new niche
as the destination of choice for the smart,
savvy, safety-minded visitor.
It’s a given that opting for a private
villa rental dramatically reduces the
likelihood of coronavirus contagion. For a
start, there are no shared facilities between
your group and other holidaymakers,
so the number of shared surfaces you
are likely to come into contact with,
compared to staying in a hotel, is almost
zero.
Happily, Luxury Locations has a
plethora of accommodation to choose
from, whether you yearn for the sound
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of waves lapping outside your window,
the cool breeze of a hillside hideaway or
gazing out onto 18th century architecture.
All our properties have been approved
by the government as having a
comprehensive Covid-safe policy.
This includes thorough cleaning and
sanitisation between guests. Each one
of our cleaning and management staff
has undergone special training to ensure
the property is sanitary for you and your
group.
These measures do mean that, upon
arrival, you might find the welcome a
little different from previous Caribbean
trips - facemasks and social distancing
are noticeable additions. Thankfully, this
has done nothing to dampen the warm,
friendly service our twin island nation is

Luxury Locations has a
plethora of accommodation to
choose from, whether you yearn
for the sound of waves lapping
outside your window, the cool
breeze of a hillside hideaway or
gazing out onto 18th century
architecture.
known for.
When booking, you can be assured
that all our authorised villas represent the
highest quality of cleanliness, leaving you
free to relax and enjoy your well-earned
vacation. n

FOR FULL DETAILS CALL LUXURY LOCATIONS ON +1 268 562 8174

ANTIGUA HOLIDAY RENTALS

Coco Palms, Jolly Harbour

From US$4,500 a week
Coco Palms is a brand new, luxurious, fourbedroom villa, situated on Harbour Island,
with fabulous views across Jolly Harbour. The
villa, with its clear cut simplistic architectural
design, has a wonderful, light and spacious open
plan living/dining area and a beautiful, stylish,
fully-equipped kitchen with breakfast bar. The
high ceilings, open beams, large white walls and
harmonious palette, come together creating a
sensational modern haven. The main living area
opens onto the outdoor living area with a shaded
lounge area on the large terrace - the perfect
spot for relaxing and enjoying the views of the
turquoise sea and incredible sunsets. The terrace
also boasts a large sundeck and pool, BBQ and
fridge. The lower deck has seating with a fire pit.
Coco Palms has four good-sized bedrooms, three
with en-suites. All rooms have air-conditioning
and fans. There are smart TVs in all rooms, with
cable in the main living room.

The Location

Jolly Harbour is one of the Caribbean’s favourite
residential tourism retreats, a thriving gated
resort village with a wide range of facilities
situated on Antigua’s famed west coast. Along
with a variety of bars and restaurants, you will
find an international supermarket, pharmacy,
bank, souvenir shops, gym and sports centre,
an Olympic-sized swimming pool, tennis and
squash courts and an 18- hole championship
course. The area is also home to some of the
island’s most prized beaches, including Jolly
Beach, one of the longest and widest beaches on
the island, and a truly idyllic white sand stretch
lapped by the clear aquamarine Caribbean Sea.

4
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Elysium, Jolly Harbour

From US$24,500 a week
Brand new luxury villa with direct access to Jolly Beach. Located within gated community.
Luxury features include Japanese bath, massage room, hot tub, al fresco dining with BBQ.

4
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Sunset Villa, Jolly Harbour

From US$1200 per week
Impeccably styled two-bedroom waterfront villa in popular
residential gated community. Air-conditioning, BBQ, dishwasher
and washing machine. Walking distance to beach.

2

2.5

Villa Azure, Harbour View

From US$1,300 per week
Delightful three-bedroom detached villa with
pool, within walking distance of bars, restaurants,
supermarket and beach. Air-conditioning, Wi-Fi,
spacious living area.

3

2

Villa Calabash, Harbour View

From US2,200 per week
Four-bedroom, three-bathroom detached villa with
large private pool. Four-poster bed in master suite.
Air-conditioning, Wi-Fi, walking distance to amenities
including international supermarket.

4

3
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The Lookout, Sugar Ridge

From US$6,265 per week
Spectacular four-bedroom villa in luxury resort setting,
a short drive from the beach and amenities of Jolly
Harbour. Infinity pool, 24-hour security, back-up
generator, electric gates, air-conditioning, and gazebo.

4

4

Windies Villa, Sugar Ridge

From US$675 a night
Stunning three-bedroom, three-bathroom villa in
exclusive resort setting with panoramic sea views. Stylish
contemporary décor. Access to luxury amenities. Shuttle
available to nearby beaches. Short walk to international
supermarket, plus off-site restaurants and bars.

3

4

Villa Sunset, Sugar Ridge

From US$4,725 a night
Stunning three-bedroom, three-bathroom villa in
exclusive resort setting with panoramic sea views. Stylish
contemporary décor. Access to luxury amenities. Shuttle
available to nearby beaches. Short walk to international
supermarket, plus off-site restaurants and bars.

3

4
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The Mill House, Jolly Harbour

From US$5,063 a week
Superb waterfront villa within gated community with three large
en-suite bedrooms plus two more with bunk beds. The extensive
outdoor living area is ideal for al fresco dining, relaxing on the
sun loungers or cooling off in the villa’s private pool. Exceptional
views and within walking distance of beach.

5

4

The White House, Long Bay

From US$2,500 a week
Spectacular four-bedroom, six-bathroom waterfront home.
Upscale private community setting. Infinity pool overlooks
beach. All bedrooms are air-conditioned. Ideal location for
watersports enthusiasts and nature lovers.

4

3

Pimento Villa, Harbour View

From US$2,500 a week
Spacious four-bedroom, three-bathroom villa in tranquil
residential setting within walking distance of Jolly Harbour
and beaches. Tastefully decorated, fully-fitted kitchen. Pool,
large sundeck and shaded verandah.

4
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Milk and Honey, Harbour View

From US$2,500 a week
Charming four-bedroom detached villa within walking distance
of Jolly Harbour’s abundant amenities and beaches. Large pool,
sundeck, central air-conditioning, stylishly furnished.

4

3

Villa Babylon, Galleon Beach

From US$3,375 a week
This attractive villa has a wonderful location and is
just a short stroll from the beach. The living room
has doors opening on three sides to the wrap-around
terrace with 180-degree sea views. Pool and Jacuzzi.
All bedrooms are air-conditioned.

4

4

Villa Champagne, Galley Bay
Heights
From US$19,688 a week
This five-bedroom home with private gym and
swimming pool is a spectacular tropical getaway.
Exclusive gated community. Multiple outside
relaxation and dining areas, short walk from the
beach. Spectacular styling.

5
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Villa Seascapes, Jolly Harbour

From US$1,200 a week
Ideally-located two-bedroom holiday home in popular
gated community. Refurbished kitchen, lovely marina
views, amenities and beaches within walking distance.

2
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Villa 224C, South Finger, Jolly
Harbour

From US$1,150 a week
Charming two-bedroom villa within walking distance
of beach. Both bedrooms have lovely en-suites.
Air-conditioning, WiFi, barbecue, washing machine.
Close to amenities.

2

2.5

238A, Jolly Harbour

From US$1,519 a week
Totally refurbished and stylishly appointed
two-bedroom villa. Gated community,
waterfront setting, state-of-the-art
appliances, extended bedrooms and
sundeck. BBQ, WiFi, air-conditioning.

2
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LONG TERM RENTALS

WANT TO LIVE WHERE YOU VACAY?

F

oreign professionals dreaming of escaping chilly climes in favour of living and
working in Antigua now have the chance to do just that. The government’s
new ‘digital nomads’ scheme allows people from across the globe, who are able to
work remotely, to reside here for up to two years for little more than the cost of
a transatlantic flight. Our sun-soaked haven offers bountiful beaches, top-notch
restaurants and exceptional accommodation. Below is a selection of long-term
rentals available.

Visit www.luxurylocations.com to browse more properties for rent.
For more details about the long-term work visa programme visit www.antiguanomadresidence.com

Heaven’s Gate, Half Moon Bay

US$3,500 per month plus utilities
If being within strolling distance of a regular ‘world’s
best beach’ nominee wasn’t reason enough, this
spectacular three-bedroom villa boasts plentiful spaces
– both inside and out – to set up a workplace with a
view. This newly-built detached property also has a
pool, garage, gated entrance and a constant breeze.

Coco Palms, Jolly
Harbour

US$7,000 per month plus community charge
and utilities
This brand new four-bedroom villa with
chic, contemporary styling boasts a prime
location on exclusive Harbour Island within
the gated community of Jolly Harbour.
Air-conditioned throughout, it has superb
outdoor spaces complete with a large pool,
BBQ and fire-pit. The splendid sea views
are free of charge.

4
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Vista Al Bahar, Crosbies

US$4,500 per month plus utilities
Desirably-located in the affluent
community of Crosbies, this fourbedroom family home occupies an
enviable hillside spot affording sweeping
sea views and a year-round breeze. It has a
large fully-fenced garden, electric shutters
on all windows and an automatic back-up
generator. Crosbies is within a short drive
of several fine restaurants and a large
international supermarket.

4

3

Villa 420F, Jolly Harbour
US$1,200 per month plus community charge
and utilities
The spacious sundeck might just be
the ideal spot to curl up with a laptop
while soaking up the harbour views.
This two-bedroom villa is within a
desirable gated community, abundant
with amenities, and within walking
distance of Antigua’s acclaimed west coast
beaches. Immaculately maintained and
air-conditioned throughout.

2
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Hodge’s Bay, St. John’s, Antigua
T: (268) 462 3881
F: (268) 461 5543
Hodge’s
Bay, St. John’s, Antigua
Before you begin your next project,
E: pgbistro@candw.ag
be sure to visit our office and
T: (268) 462 3881
showroom in English Harbour, or
www.antigualebistro.com
F: (268) 461 5543
take your time to peruse our website
E: pgbistro@candw.ag
Knowledge • Experience • Professionalism • Reliability
www.antigualebistro.com

Our business directory has contact details and general information for
all Luxury Locations Magazine advertisers in one convenient place.

www.antigualebistro.com

The Caribbean’s Premier
Generator Specialists
Sales • Service • Parts

Antigua’s only authorized FG Wilson
service centre
CG Construction – Cobbs Cross, English
Harbour. Telephone +1 (268) 562 8074

www.cg-construction.com • cgantigua2016@gmail.com

Le Bistro Le
Le Bistro

Call us on +1 268 562-8174 to be included in our next issue.

Hodge’s Bay, St. John’s, Antigua
T: (268) 462 3881
F: (268) 461 5543
E: pgbistro@candw.ag

Call: +1 268 462-3935
Email: Exeleng@gmail.com

French Restaurant

French Restaurant

Antigua’s first authentic French
restaurant – and an island
institution
Open Tuesday to Sunday from 6.30pm
with last orders at 10.30pm
Located in Hodges Bay

Call: +1 268 462 3881
Email: pgbistro@candw.ag

Experience a real sense of occasion
Experience a real sense of occasion
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Scan code to
watch the video
A ROCKS GROUP RESTAURANT

GILLY GOBINET
ART GALLERY

Personal Banking Services
Wealth Management
Commercial Banking Services
International Retail Banking Solutions
Escrow Services
Online Banking and Card Services

Unique art gallery in beautiful Fitches Creek.
Hundreds of original hand-painted watercolours
and acrylic paintings.

Call +1 268 464 6084

www.globalbankofcommerce.com

Visit www.GillyGobinet.com
Email: GillyGobinet@me.com

Scan code to
watch the video

ntigua’s breathtaking coastline on a guidedItalian
jet ski tour.
Italianwaterfront
waterfrontrestaurant,
restaurant,Jolly
JollyHarbour
Harbour
LOCATED IN FALMOUTH
ute taxi rideHARBOUR
from
St. WITH
JohnsSTUNNING
port, Real
Paradise
Jet
Ski
Tours
Once
Once you
youdiscover
discoverususyou
youwill
willnever
neverwant
wanttotoleave
leave
VIEWS
OF
THE
YACHTS
e of a kind adventure
for
those
seeking
a
unique
experience!
Fun,
friendly
atmosphere
with
great
food,
cocktails
and
music
Fun, friendly atmosphere with great food, cocktails and music
Tasty colourful dishes – a perfect

seAntigua.com

Italian waterfront restaurant

lunch and dinner spot

Open
562
7848
Open77days
daysaaweek
weekfrom
from5pm.
5pm.Call
Callfor
forreservations
reservations+1+1(268)
(268)
562
7848

Events...
Italian
restaurant,
Harbour
Italianwaterfront
waterfront
restaurant,
Harbour want to leave
Open Tuesday to Saturday for lunch and Wednesday to Weekly
Once you
discover
us you
willJollyJollynever
Weekly Events...
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
See us on Facebook:
Monday
Tuesday
See us on Facebook:
Saturday for dinner. Sunday lunch is from 12pm-4.30pm.Music
by 1761
Buy
1 get discover
1 FREE pizza!us you
AllThursday
you
cannever
eat pasta
buffetto leave
Once
you
will
want
Once
you
discover us you
will
never
want
to leave ALPORTOITALIANRESTAURANT
The Cork and Basket store and café

Music by 1761

Call: +1 268 460-6910 or +1 268 764-8083
Email: cloggyscafe@yahoo.com

luxury locations issue 17 PRINT!.indd 75

Buy 1 get 1 FREE pizza!
All you can eat pasta buffet
Open
7 days a week
from 12pm
Fun, friendly atmosphere with great food, cocktails and music

ALPORTOITALIANRESTAURANT

Fun, friendly atmosphere with great food, cocktails and music

Call: + 1 268 562-7848

Open
562
7848
Open77days
daysaaweek
weekfrom
from5pm.
5pm.Call
Callfor
forreservations
reservations+1+1(268)
(268)
562
7848
Weekly Events...
Weekly Events...
Monday
Monday
Music
by 1761
Music by 1761

Tuesday
Tuesday
Buy
1 get 1 FREE pizza!
Buy 1 get 1 FREE pizza!

Thursday
AllThursday
you can eat pasta buffet
All you can eat pasta buffet

See us on Facebook:
See us on Facebook:
ALPORTOITALIANRESTAURANT
ALPORTOITALIANRESTAURANT

luxury locations issue 17 PRINT!.indd 75

75

www.corkandbasket.com
Telephone +1 268 462-0363

29/11/2019 19:44
75

29/11/2019 19:44

A ROCKS GROUP RESTAURANT

SHARED BY FEW,
RIVALLED BY NONE

info@orangelimited.com
Call +1 268 788-2628

+1 (268)-770-7157

JetSkiAntigua.com
EXPLORE ANTIGUA’S
BREATHTAKING COASTLINE ON A
GUIDED JET SKI TOUR

Tel +1 268 770 7157
bookings@realparadiseantigua.com

jetskiantigua

www.jetskiantigua.com
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Hodges Bay
Dickenson Bay

PLACES TO VISIT:
1. St John's Harbour
2. Pearns Point
3. Jolly Harbour
4. Cades Reef
5. Falmouth Harbour
6. English Harbour
7. Shirley Heights
8. St James Club
9. Lynch Point
10. Green Island
11. St John's Cathedral
12. Devil's Bridge
13. Hell's Gate
14. Sir Vivian Richards Stadium
15. Betty's Hope
16. Donkey Sanctuary
17. Rainforest and Rainforest tour
18. Wallings Dam
19. St Barnabas Anglican Church
20. Government House & Court House
21. Dow's Hill Interpretation Centre
22. Fort James
23. Fort Barrington
24. Fort George
25. Fort Berkeley
26. Pink sand in Barbuda
27. Frigate Bird Sanctuary
28. Guiana Island
29. Long Island
30. VC Bird International Airport
31. Stingray City

Hawksbill Bay

1

ST. JOHN’S

Pinching Bay

Valley Church Beach
Ffryes Beach

Morris Bay
Carlisle Bay
LUXURY LOCATIONS
Porto Fino Oﬃces
Jolly Harbour
Antigua
Oﬃce Tel: +1268 5618174
Cell: +1268 7645874
Email: Info@LuxuryLocations.com

Jabberwock
Jabberwock
BeachBeach

Mercers
Mercers
Long Bay
Creek Creek Long Bay
Bay Bay

Pares Pares

Nonsuch
Nonsuch
Bay Bay

Half Moon
Half Moon
Bay Bay

Rendezvous
Rendezvous
Bay Bay

MY ANTIGUA

THE MAN IN THE MAROON HAT
One of the most stylish, flamboyant and successful batsmen of all time, former
West Indies captain Sir Richie Richardson recalls his proudest moments on the
pitch, why he believes Antigua has produced some of the finest cricketers on Earth,
and the story behind the famous sunhat he wore in preference to a helmet – even
against the fastest bowlers.
What are your earliest childhood
memories?
I grew up in Five Islands, the most
beautiful part of Antigua. I remember
spending time with my father – he was a
fisherman and farmer – and looking after
the animals. We had sheep, goats, turkeys,
chickens, rabbits and pigs.
How much has Antigua changed since
you were a child?
It’s developed quite a bit and the
infrastructure had to change to cope
with that. We have been influenced
tremendously by America but people still
remain friendly and welcoming, especially
to tourists. Our lifestyle has changed;
people have much greater earning power.
We travel more and are able to send our
kids overseas to study.

My mother was my greatest
advisor. She always told me to
love people. It doesn’t matter how
successful you are; you can’t live
without people. You need someone
to support you, to do things with
you, encourage you and be there
for you. I took that to heart.
What’s your proudest moment on the
cricket pitch?
Playing my first Test match in 1983; I had
dreamed of playing for the West Indies
since I was seven or eight. It took a lot of
hard work, self-belief and sacrifice. To get
the opportunity to play for what was then
the best team in the world was one in a
million.
Getting my first Test century in 1984
was another because I knew I had to score
86

centuries to maintain my place in the
team.
Apart from having some really
talented players, there was so much
camaraderie and professionalism,
discipline, dedication and belief in hard
work back then – and to be part of that
was unique. It wasn’t easy for a group of
people from different backgrounds and
countries to come together to create a
team and unite to beat the rest of the
world.
What’s the secret to being an
exceptional cricketer?
You have to be blessed with some talent. I
grew up with a lot of talent around me –
many more talented than me – but I was
determined, focused and worked hard.
I realised to make it I had to put in extra
work, so I surrounded myself with players
who were really good, I trained hard, paid
attention and asked questions.
And you need self-belief; you can’t
make it without that inner strength.
Why has Antigua produced so many
famous cricketers?
We always have. Lots more Antiguans
would have played for the West Indies,
given the opportunity.
Maybe it’s ingrained in our genes, our
love for sport or our competitive nature.
When we are playing among ourselves we
are highly competitive and want to beat
each other and that has brought out the
best in us.
Tell us about the hat. Did it become a
good luck omen – and where is it now?
(Laughs) I don’t believe in good luck or
superstition; I believe in hard work. I
started wearing it when we were doing
well so everyone associated it with that.

Cricket used to be all white clothing with
a white sunhat.
We went to India around the time
they started introducing coloured
clothing. We were given these maroon
hats; no one liked them and they all
put them in the bin. But I kept mine
and got it redesigned according to my
specifications. I did well and it became a
fashion.
And yes, I still have it. My grandson
actually wore it this morning.
Tell us about your passion for music.
Music is very much part of our Caribbean
culture; we grew up listening to calypso
and reggae. I always liked guitar and
learned a few chords. I got my first one
when I started to play for the West Indies.
Curtly (Ambrose) who I roomed with
liked music too so we started messing
around. We made a lot of noise in hotel
rooms and got thrown out a few times but
we were determined to play in a band.
We started doing a few gigs and decided
to form a band when we retired. We
borrowed some equipment and played as
the ‘Big Bad Dread’ for a few years. We
formed ‘Spirited’ eight or nine years ago; I
play rhythm guitar and Curtly plays bass
and he sings too. We play all over Antigua
as well as the UK and US.

Favourite song and movie of all time?
Bob Marley ‘One love’ - I love playing
that. I don’t have a favourite movie but
I have got really into watching ‘Lost’ on
TV.
Why should people visit Antigua?
It’s nicely located and easy to reach from
North America and Europe. It has a
wonderful climate throughout the year
with a nice breeze and lots of sunshine.
It’s also beautiful with lovely beaches and
warm, friendly, easygoing people. It’s a
great place to relax.
What’s your favourite island spot?
I always celebrate my birthday and
wedding anniversary at Hermitage Bay
resort. It’s beautiful, rustic, natural and
peaceful.
If you hadn’t been a cricketer, what
would you have done?
I always wanted to be a scientist. I loved
science and nature and finding out how
things operate. Even now I like nature,
plants, gardening and animals. I have lots
of pets; dogs, a cat, fish and pond turtles.
You are also known for giving back to
the community. Tell us about that.
I started an annual charity golf
tournament which has made
contributions to cricket development in
Antigua & Barbuda.
We have also fundraised for St John’s
Hospice, as well as for a young footballer
from my community who needed to go
to Trinidad for an operation. The Care
Project (for disabled children) will benefit
from the next tournament.
What’s the best advice you’ve ever been
given?
My mother was my greatest advisor. She
always told me to love people. It doesn’t
matter how successful you are; you can’t
live without people. You need someone
to support you, to do things with you,
encourage you and be there for you. I took
that to heart. n
As told to Gemma Handy
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‘it aLL cOMes BacK tO LOVe’ FOR MaXi PRiest
Reggae star talks exclusively to Luxury Locations Magazine about
reconnecting musically with Shaggy – and why the Caribbean will
always be his happy place

Planet-friendly pastimes

Our picks of the nation’s best activities
that don’t cost the earth

Antigua.

liFe’S liTTle luXurieS:
divine deSSerTS

taiLOR Made antigua

Luxury vacations lovingly crafted for you

Also in this edition...

landmarkS and legendS

A year of triumphs for Antigua’s sailing scene

Take The long view

Photographic highlights of first Antigua’s Got Talent
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Ocean Grand offers an investment dream
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TEAM ANTIGUA ISLAND GIRLS
They’re fit, female and fearless. And they’re on the challenge of a lifetime.

WomAn on A mArine mission
Up close and personal with legendary
diver and conservationist
Martha Watkins Gilkes
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Making waves

Mercedes-Benz’ luxury yachts are singular, sexy and stylish

OCEAN CRUSADERS
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BRITISH COMEDIAN LENNY HENRY PUTS COUNTRY

UNDER
How the Sea Shepherd turned its attention to some of Barbuda’s most vulnerable
residents SPOTLIGHT IN BBC DOCUMENTARY

Vegan dining

Your guide to the best plant-based dishes on island

Luxury properties for sale across the region

and letterhead design, market positioning and delivery.
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Paradise realised.
Reach your financial and lifestyle goals
faster with our new suite of innovative
investment products.
For over 35 years, Global Bank of Commerce,
Antigua’s oldest institution providing
international and wholesale financial services,
has offered its clients the perfect balance of
world class banking, security and convenience.
Antigua is an independent and sovereign
jurisdiction since 1981, and GBC is well
positioned to manage the portfolios of the
more selective investor, who may also qualify
to obtain second-citizenship via a regulated
process or to work remotely from our
Paradise.
Contact us and learn how we can support your
financial goals, today and tomorrow.

Wholesale Banking
Personal and Corporate Banking
Investment Management
REIT Services
Bespoke Card Services
CIP Banking Services
Nomad Digital Residence Visa
www.globalbankofcommerce.com
St. John’s, Antigua, West Indies
Tel: (268) 480-2240
Email: customer.service@gbc.ag

